
Acts 2:1-12 

   When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing 

of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what 

seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

   5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they  

heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own 

language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it 

that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we hear 

them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 

“What does this mean?” 

Text: Acts 2:1-12 (Pentecost, Series C, June 9, 2019) 

Theme: Pentecost: It’s Entirely Expired! 

 

Virtue (basic truth): Through the Holy Spirit, God’s wonders are graciously “breathed out.” 

 

Malady (our problem): sinners limit Pentecost to a day in Jerusalem millennia ago 

 

Telic Note (goal): By means of this sermon, the Spirit of Grace fills our hearts with the happy 

joy to know that he still works in us and through us to make his wonders known. 

 

Propositional Statement (aim): The terms aren’t bad, but we limit their meaning to something 

less-than-stellar.  But God is so graciously good, so graciously different.  In confidence 

he breathes out his wonders; for our comfort, he assures us Pentecost is entirely expired!  

 

Specific Law in Text: implied in sinner’s writing-off and limiting of the Spirit’s work 

 

Specific Gospel in Text: “we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues” 

(Acts 2:12). 

 

Doctrinal Thought: this is not a section on spiritual gifts; it’s focus is still on the Spirit’s work 

 

Sanctification Thought: “Spirit of Truth, on that day of Pentecost so long ago how powerfully 

you worked on human hearts!  Spirit of Grace, still today, how powerfully you work on 

human hearts – on my heart! – to know the wonder of your work and the joy of your 

grace.  Thank you!  Continue to dwell in my heart that I might live to breathe out your 

wonders all my days in a way that brings you the glory and praise rightly yours.  Amen!” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact” (Acts 2:32); they got to 

see, live in, share the Savior’s grace, mercy, and peace.  Friends, we do, too!  Alleluia!  Amen! 

 

I suppose it happens in every language, but there’s a handful of words in ours that aren’t dirty or 

profane, but we do tend to treat them as such.  Term itself is absolutely clear and right in its 

proper definition; but its understanding is jarred and application jaded.  Three quick examples: 

 

• Hospice – opulent word for care or shelter; ‘til it’s contextualized by cancer or sickness.  

The meaning hasn’t changed at all; common connection affects how we interpret it. 

 

• Counseling – gorgeous guidance and encouragement; until it’s married to the phrase “I 

think you need” – then it becomes a humiliatingly offensive crutch.  Or so pride assumes. 

 

• Expired is a good, Latin word-pair for “to breathe out;” but our conversation applies it to 

milk too rancid to drink, coupons too past to use, subscriptions too old to maintain. 

 

None of those definitions are wrong or have even changed over time; what we do with them, has. 

 

Strange as that truth and triad seem, all three terms ally with Pentecost in a gracious, grace-filled 

way.  Remember what we talked about last week.  God’s Heart ascends with sure promise and 

confident presence.  Ascended Almighty knows our weakness and unsure propensities but 

assures the Counselor/Encourager from heaven who will daily remind us that we are in his 

hospice; that, by his grace, we do enjoy his care here until he takes us to his eternal shelter 

where there is no more sickness or sadness, no more crying, mourning, tears or pain.  He 

ascends, not to leave us as orphans, but to leave us with his peace and Spirit.  Promise.   

 

That was last week.  Today, we celebrate the image captured 10 days after Jesus’ ascension.  

Today, we celebrate the enduring proof and forever glad truth that Pentecost is entirely expired!   

 

Concept is wonderfully profound, let’s not treat it miserably profane.  Better said, let’s not allow 

our hearts to limit the Spirit and his work to there and then.  Context and convenience see the 

correlation between the new grain harvest (Numbers 28:26) at the Festival of Pentecost and the 

three thousand first-fruits added to the Christian church that day (Acts 2:41).  Near naturally and 

always sinfully though, we step back as if the point was to merely display a day in history when 

God decided to do something.  We commemorate it, but it’s over.  Short-sightedly, we conclude 

that today’s focus is all about what happened then, what our God did then.  Appreciate the 

picture, and move on.  Times are different now; thoughts are different now; hearts are different 

now.  What God did then appears entirely expired by now. 

 



Let’s stop there.  And let’s make sure we use God’s Law as a curb.  In this context, what God 

requires is not the club that beats us aware of our sins and make us feel miserable.  God’s Law as 

a mirror does that just fine; individual consciences affirm it.  Here, like the curb on a road, God’s 

Law keeps the sinful heart in check; it restrains us from a dangerous spiritual off-roading.   

 

Let me put it this way: in this context, God reminds us not to limit his Holy Spirit.  Remember, 

he’s entirely God; we’re entirely not.  Especially here, realize how infinitely “omni” He truly is.  

And then marvel at how Pentecost is entirely expired; not in the connection that it’s rancid and 

no longer useable; instead, in the confidence it’s fully “breathed out.”  Acts 2 proves it.  Look! 

 

• All were together – 50 days post-Easter, the early Christian church did what the risen and 

ascended Lord told them to do.  Gather.  Wait.  Assemble.  They were; they listened!  

That’s the Spirit at work on their hearts through Jesus’ word to do what he asks.  Faith! 

 

• A violent-wind-like sound filled the whole house – “invisible presence through a sound 

of nature whose source none can name and whose coming and going no one can control 

but the Holy Spirit himself” (Deutschlander, 6).  God himself fully and totally there; the 

Spirit of God himself fully and totally and entirely expired as he fills the whole house! 

 

• Tongues of fire rested on each of them . . . All of them were filled – NOT on the really 

qualified, or only those with the most tenure, or those with the most dynamic personality 

and potential.  All of them.  Filled.  Entirely expired, Spirit had use for each individual! 

 

Friends, there is no limitation here.  Do you know why?  Because God refuses to be present sort-

of, or to give partially.  Spirit is entirely expired, breathed out fully.  Completely.  To prove 

Jesus’ promise; to prove Jesus’ ascension; to prove Jesus’ grace.  To all who gathered there.   

 

Intriguing how the language-factor dominates the account.  But, interestingly, the main focus 

isn’t really the speaking in tongues.  Yes, it’s evident; but “doing wonders” isn’t the emphasis; 

“declaring wonders” is!  Remember: “we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 

tongues” (Acts 2:11)!  Not in part.  Not in a tongue unspoken, with words inaudible or thoughts 

unutterable.  Not our God!  His Word.  Clear.  His Works.  Attested to.  His Wonders.  Made 

known.  The truth fully breathed out to every nation under heaven.  Pentecost entirely expired! 

 

And, because that’s true, I can say with a confident smile: nothing’s changed.  That’s the same 

Spirit that brought us to faith by his Word, brought u here by his Word.  Same Spirit that fills this 

house here, and our hearts here.  Same Spirit that enables us to enjoy his hospice as he informs 

us again and again what our God has done, is still doing, and has promised to do.  Same Spirit, 

same Counselor, whose help and direction guides and guards and warms hearts and refreshes us 

and readies us for the week ahead.  Same Spirit who invites us to experience, to taste and see,  



that the Lord is good.  Same Spirit feeds us with the banquet and moves us to invite others to it! 

 

Pentecost is entirely expired; the work of the Spirit is fully breathed out on them, through them. 

 

As they breathed in the comfort of the Spirit’s promise and presence, as they inhaled the proof 

that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, they breathed out, they entirely expired, the wonders of 

God.  Not to display their linguistic eloquence or new-found skill; but so more and more would 

know – and would know for sure! – that our God is a God of his Word, that our God is the God 

of patient grace and present concern, that our God is the One who withholds nothing – not even 

his own Son – so that we might know his heart for us.  Pentecost is entirely expired; and in the 

language of their own life, those early Christians got to express it gladly and fully. 

 

And through those simple tongues and ordinary languages, the Sprit worked.  Mightily.  “Utterly 

amazed, they asked: Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans?  How then is it that each 

of us hears them in his own native language” (Acts 2:7)?  And in grace upon grace, 3000 were 

added to their number that day.  Pentecost is entirely expired; and they simply got to express it! 

 

Christians, that’s not just what the Spirit enables us to do; it’s also what he calls us to do.  With 

lips and lives, he calls us to breathe out the wonders of God.  In marvelous mercy, he uses us – 

each of us, all of us – to declare the wonders of our Savior God.  And he promises to work 

through it; he promises to bless it – to his glory and at his time.  3000?  Maybe.  1.  Important. 

 

So, what if this week, we made it our petition to entirely expire of Pentecost?  It’d be a stunning 

thing – wouldn’t it?! – if you got to be the one to place the care and concern of God’s heart onto 

the heart of the broken, and to remind them of the Savior’s hospice and help.  God bless your 

sermon as you declare his wonders!  It’d be a marvelous thing – wouldn’t it?! – if the daily 

language of your life was an audible doxology for your kids to hear, your spouse, your boss, 

youre grandson, your grandma.  God bless your sermon as you declare his wonders!  It’d be a 

wonderful thing – wouldn’t it?! – if you had the opportunity to share with just one more the help 

and hope, the comfort and confidence we enjoy because the Spirit came at Pentecost, and the 

Spirit still works on hearts to know the wonders and grace of our God.  God bless that sermon! 

 

Language confusion happens in every tongue.  Friends, at Pentecost – better: since Pentecost! – 

the breath of God is breathed out fully, it’s entirely expired, so that the world might know the 

magnificent work and marvelous wonders of our Savior God.  Spirit himself strengthen you and 

sustain you to make it known clearly and confidently, fully and freely.  God bless us, each of us, 

as we cherish, celebrate, share the good news and faithful truth: Pentecost is entirely expired! 

 

Alleluia and Amen!  


