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The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 10, 2017 

 

In the name of Jesus, the King on whom we wait, welcome to Peace Lutheran!  
Today, our waiting hearts are calmed by the anticipation of the Savior’s advent 
as we ponder his call to be alert with hearts prepared in & by his promise. 

   
Whether this is your first time with us or Peace is your church 
home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or needs, 
feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  If 
time allows, we’d love to get to know you over coffee & snacks 

after the service; but we understand if that doesn’t fit your schedule.  Above all, 
know we appreciate you being here & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs!   
 
As we worship the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way (I Corinthians 14:33, 40), we’ll 
use the path of worship printed in this booklet.  Today, we take to heart the 
gospel encouragement to, “prepare the way for the Lord; make straight paths for 
him!” (Luke 3:4), as we consider the worship-theme: 
  
 
 

Advent Uncompromised 

 

 

Portions of today’s worship service are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship:  

A Lutheran Hymnal & Christian Worship Supplement under OneLicense.net #A-727237. 

 

 

  Opening Song : Baptized into Your Name Most Holy (red hymnal, 294; verses follow)  

The initial notes of worship echo God’s love as they remind us of our baptism – by which we’ve been connected to 

Christ, are victorious with Christ, & empowered to live in the confidence of his resurrection victory & ours.  

 

 

  The Greeting & Invocation 

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless & be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); for that reason our worship calls on the name & magnifies the praise of the One, True God. 
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Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All:  Amen! 

 

 

Baptized into your name most holy, 

     O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 

     Among your saints, your chosen host, 

Buried with Christ and dead to sin. 

    Your Spirit now shall live within. 

 

 

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 

and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit (John 3:5, 6). 

 

Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us 

(Psalm 51:5). 

 

But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (I Corinthians 6:11). 

 

 

My loving Father, there you took me  

     To be henceforth your child and heir. 

My faithful Savior, there you let me 

     The fruit of all your sorrow’s share. 

O Holy Spirit, comfort me 

     When threat’ning clouds around I see. 

 

 

  Our Confession of Sins 

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship services reminds us of 

our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve all fallen short of God’s demands, & focuses us on our need for a Savior. 
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As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

My faithful God, you fail me never; 

     Your promise surely will endure. 

Oh, cast me not away forever 

     If words and deeds become impure. 

Have mercy when I come defiled; 

     Forgive, lift up, restore your child. 
 

Moment of silence to recognize & ask forgiveness for our own, personal sins 

 

 

 

  Our Lord’s Absolution 

For the sake of his Son, Jesus, the Lord has forgiven all of our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim & assure 

you that you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins & from all of your guilt! 

 

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her 

by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a 

radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 

blameless (Titus 3:4-7 & Ephesians 5:25-27).  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 

his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen! 
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  Our Song at the News of His Forgiveness 

This final verse of hymn 294, Baptized into Your Name Most Holy, considers all that the Lord of Glory so 

graciously assures us & continues to resound his dear children’s glad offering of service to the Lord alone.  

 

 

All that I am and love most dearly –  

     Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Let me confess my faith sincerely, 

     And help me your own child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own 

     Serve any will but yours alone! 

 

 

  Our Prayer in the Joy of His Forgiveness  

Declared innocent before a righteous God, we approach his throne with true joy, with heartfelt confidence, & with 

grateful thanksgiving to acclaim him Lord & to ask him to strengthen us that we may live to his glory. 

 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By his coming 

give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of 

this world.  Father, hear us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; he lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen! 

 

          

  A Reading from Isaiah 40:1-11 (this translation is the NIV84) 

Even as the LORD’s day speeds close – & it does! – we’re so mightily blessed to hear the good-news call!  God, 

in his magnificent grace, reminds us that, because of what our Savior has done, comfort is ours as we wait for him 

   

   Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has 

been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 

   3 A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make  
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straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  4 Every valley shall be 

raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become 

level, the rugged places a plain.  5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and 

all mankind together will see it.  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

   6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 

   And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

   “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.  
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on 

them.  Surely the people are grass.  8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

but the word of our God stands forever.”   

   9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain.  You who 

bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not 

be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 

   10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him.  See, 

his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.  11 He tends his 

flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them 

close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 

 

This is God’s Word! 

 

 

  Sung Response:  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying (red hymnal, 13) 

This happy melody & solid text reiterates the truths of Isaiah 40 with eager expectation, glad hearts, & 

wonderful marvel to heed our King’s call, anticipate our LORD’s advent, & still rejoice in our Shepherd-King! 

 

 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 

     A call from the ways untrod: 

Prepare in the desert a highway, 

     A highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted, 

     The lofty hills brought low; 

Make straight all the crooked places 

     Where the Lord our God may go! 
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O Christians, you bring good tidings; 

     Get up to the heights and sing! 

Proclaim to a desolate people 

     The coming of their King. 

Like the flow’rs of the field they perish; 

     Like grass their works decay. 

The pow’r and pomp of nations 

     Shall pass like a dream away; 

 

 

But the Word of our God is eternal; 

     The arm of the Lord is strong. 

He stands in the midst of the nations, 

     And he shall right the wrong. 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 

     The lambs shall gently hold, 

To pastures of peace shall lead them, 

     And bring them safe to his fold. 

 

 

  A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 1:1-8 (this translation is the NIV84) 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, & all people are still encouraged to hark the thrilling voice sounding our 

Savior’s approach as we continue to prepare the royal highway of our hearts.  

 

   The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

   2 It is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way” – 3 “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the 

way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 

   4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And 

this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the 
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thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 

baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Praise be to you, O Christ!   

 

 

  Statement of Faith : The Apostles’ Creed 

This creed is an irenic statement of the Christian faith, meaning it was written as a peaceful summary to all that 

the Bible says about God & all that the Apostles taught concerning the three-in-one God (the “Trinity”). 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 

rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church; the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

  Sung Response: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (red hymnal, 16) 

This carefully crafted hymn connects the mission & ministry of John the Baptist to the ardent cry of the Gospel 

still today : the Savior is coming . . . and, hearts prepared, we celebrate the Refuge who has won our freedom! 

  

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

     Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Come, then, and listen, for he brings 

     Good news about the King of kings. 
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Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin 

     And furnished for a guest within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare 

     For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

 

We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 

     Our refuge and our great reward. 

Without your grace we waste away 

     Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

 

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 

     And lift us up to fall no more. 

Oh, make your face on us to shine, 

     And fill the world with love divine. 

 

 

All praise to you, eternal Son, 

     Whose advent has our freedom won, 

With whom the Father we adore 

     And Holy Spirit evermore. 
 

 

  A Sermon Lesson from Mark 1:1-8 

Today’s sermon stands in glad awe over the construction the Lord works on our hearts through his mighty Word.  

As it was so vivid in the ministry & message of John the Baptist, we, too, stay prepared to receive the Savior! 

 
For the Foundational text of today’s sermon, please refer to our Gospel reading from the book of Mark.  

 

LIFE IN CONSTRUCTION 
  

for a space to take notes or thoughts to consider in a sermon, feel free to use the table on past 10 
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PONDERANCES OF GOD’S PEOPLE ON THIS  PORTION OF GOD’S WORD 
 What single truth does this lesson portray? 

 What sins does this lesson lead me to confess? 

 What joys does this lesson lead me to rejoice? 

 What petitions does this lesson lead me to pray? 

 What activities does this lesson lead me to do? 

 

 

Have fun coloring a picture to help us 
remember Jesus’ words! 

Try hard to listen for these phrases, 
pictures, &  promises in the sermon: 

  Jesus/Savior/Son of God 

 John the Baptist / Messenger 

 Repent 

 Sin / Wrong 

 Grace / Forgiveness 

 Hearts 

 

 

 

 

The Offering  

Concerning the offering, the Lord says, “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support Peace with an offering 

– tangibly here or electronically at peacelutheranboulder.org – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether 

the gospel moves your heart to offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it!   

    
 

    Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs & thanksgivings we’ve considered so far today, approaches Heaven’s Throne 

on behalf of those connected to our church & family, & concludes with the prayer our Savior himself taught us. 
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Eternal Father, in eternal love, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed 

your promise to send the offspring of  the woman to crush the serpent’s head.  

Through your prophets of  old, you continually directed the eyes of  your people to 

the advent of  their Savior 

 

Thank you, Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy 

the works of  the devil. 

 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of  our King, use your mighty Word to shatter 

our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

 

Move us to take to heart the words of  John: “Repent, for the kingdom of  

heaven is near.” 

 

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin.  Let this good news be our joy and 

strength.  Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 

despairing.  In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of  deadlines 

and the frenzy of  commercialism. 

 

Fill our lives with the message of  your peace and the music of  your grace. 

 

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your 

Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of  lords. 

 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of  that day. 

 

A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & our own, private prayers 

 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen! 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above.  Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy 

and edifying of  Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 

confess your name as long as we live.  Hear us, Father, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

Alleluia and Amen!  

 

 

  The Blessing & Benediction 

Where the Lord’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of  his goodness, his gifts, & his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, & to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

Sisters and brothers, go in peace; live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  Final Song : Prepare the Royal Highway (blue hymnal, 702) 

This purposefully choppy hymn echoes the heartbeats of  preparation & excitement we cherish as we wait for the 

Savior’s return.  Until we see him, he lives & reigns in our hearts & leads us to our heavenly home.  Hosanna! 

 

 

Prepare the royal highway; 

     The King of kings is near!            continued on page 13 
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Let ev’ry hill and valley 

     A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, 

     Foretold in sacred story: 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

     For he fulfills God’s Word! 
 

 

God’s people, see him coming: 

     Your own eternal King! 

Palm branches strew before him! 

     Spread garments!  Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! 

     No more shall doubt assail you! 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

     For he fulfills God’s Word! 
 

 

Then fling the gates wide open 

     To greet your promised King! 

Your King, yet ev’ry nation 

     Its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before him! 

     All nations, now adore him! 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

     For he fulfills God’s Word! 
 

 

His is no earthly kingdom; 

     It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

     And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

     For kindness so abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

     For he fulfills God’s Word! 
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Thanks for worshipping with us today!  Please remember to take this service booklet home with you to 

ponder & discuss the Homegrown Faith questions found below.  God bless your week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Homegrown Faith : our worship concepts meant for your home conversations 
 

 How were today’s Bible readings cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic?  
What specific portions of those readings do you appreciate most?  Why?  

 

 How were today’s songs cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic while 
emphasizing Christ-for-us?  What specific phrase(s) best connect(s) to you? 

 

 How did today’s sermon show you your sin . . . and your Savior?  What from 
today’s sermon can be applied to help strengthen your daily walk with Christ?  
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This Week for Peace Lutheran: 
Sunday (12/10): 

10:45a – Coffee & snacks 
 
Tuesday (12/12):  

10:15a – Manor Care Devotion (Psalm 97) 
 

Wednesday (12/13): Pastor in Longmont 
9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: ______) 
10:00a – Lord’s Prayer Bible Study at Our Savior’s 
3:00p – Advent Devotion at Our Savior’s 
 

Thursday (12/14): 
9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: Polly) 

 
Friday (12/15): 

7:00p – Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School  
             Christmas Concert (held at Zion Lutheran on Wadsworth) 

 
Sunday (12/17): Please remember to invite others! 

8:30a – Lord’s Prayer Bible Class 
9:30a – Worship (musician: Katie Mueller) 
10:45a – Coffee & snacks  

  
Notes for the Next Weeks: 

December!  And amidst all the hub-bub of our commercialism culture, our hearts eagerly rejoice to 
wait for, look for, pine for . . . and expect! . . . the Savior!  In advance, God keep your spirits fresh 

& your faith focused in this chaotic calendar.  Just a few notes to keep in mind: 
 

 Let’s please remember the drop-in center volunteer opportunities (sign-up sheets on the door) 

 Let’s please remember that our Christmas Eve service will be at 5p on Sunday, 12/24 & 
our Christmas Day service will be at 9:30a on Monday, 12/25  

 Let’s please make sure we’re taking the opportunities to invite others & encourage one 
another with the Word of Truth we’re blessed to have, hold, & share.  It’s that important! 

 
Next Sunday’s Service Theme: 

Come, Lord Jesus!.  

 
Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (tentative sermon lesson): 

Malachi 4:1-6   †  I Thessalonians 5:16-24   †   John 1:6-8, 19-28  †   Psalm 71 


