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The Third Sunday of End Time 
~ Saints Triumphant ~ 

November 19, 2017 
 

In the name of Jesus, our eternal King, welcome to Peace Lutheran!  Today, our 
hearts remain glad in the truth of God’s promise as he again directs our eyes to 
the heaven to come & the eternal victory we already enjoy in Christ! 

   
Whether this is your first time with us or Peace is your church 
home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or needs, 
feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  If 
time allows, we’d love to get to know you over coffee & snacks 

after the service; but we understand if that doesn’t fit your schedule.  Above all, 
know we appreciate you being here & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs!   
 
As we worship the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way (I Corinthians 14:33, 40), we’ll 
use the path of worship printed in this booklet.  Today, our hearts ponder the 
victory held by those who “are before the throne of God and serve him day and 
night in his temple” (Revelation 7:15a), as we consider the worship-theme: 
  

Soon, Saints . . . Soon! 

 

 

Portions of today’s worship service are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship:  

A Lutheran Hymnal & Christian Worship Supplement under OneLicense.net #A-727237. 

 

 

  Video Magazine : The WELS Connection  

This snippet of the work we do together as a church body (“Synod”) notes the special work of the WELS 

Congregational Services which exists, in part, to work with established churches in utilizing their unique gifts. 

 

 

  Opening Song: Alleluia, Let Praises Ring (red hymnal, 241, vv. 1-3)  

The inaugural chords of today’s worship strike with a glad confidence, happy praise, & glad alleluias as we 

worship the King to return.  For all that he is, does, & has promised, we joyfully let our praises ring! 
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Alleluia! Let praises ring! 

     To God the Father let us bring 

Our songs of adoration. 

     To him through ever-lasting days  

Be worship, honor, pow’r, and praise 

     Whose hand sustains creation. 

Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy         

     Spread the story 

Of our God, the Lord of glory. 
 

 

Alleluia!  Let praises ring! 

     Unto the Lamb of God we sing, 

In whom we are elected. 

     He bought the Church with his own blood; 

He cleansed her in that blessed flood 

     And as his bride selected. 

Holy, Holy, is our union and communion. 

     His befriending 

Gives us joy and peace unending. 
 

 

Alleluia!  Let praises ring!   

     Unto the Holy Ghost we sing 

For our regeneration. 

     The saving faith in us he wrought 

And us unto the Bridegroom brought, 

     Made us his chosen nation. 

Glory!  Glory!  Joy eternal, Bliss supernal; 

     There is manna 

And an endless, glad hosanna. 
 

 

 The Greeting & Invocation 

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless & be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); for that reason our worship calls on the name & magnifies the praise of the One, True God. 
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Minister:  The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  

              fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.   

 

All:  And also with you! 

 

 

 Our Confession of Sins 

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship services reminds us of 

our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve all fallen short of God’s demands, & focuses us on our need for a Savior. 

 

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

 

Lord of Life, I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 

good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence 

forever.  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

  

A moment of silence to ask forgiveness of our own, personal sins. 

 

 Our Lord’s Absolution 

For the sake of his Son, Jesus, the Lord has forgiven all of our sins.  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim & assure 

you that you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins & from all of your guilt! 

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen! 
 

  

 The Kyrie & Song of Praise 

Kyrie eleison is a Greek phrase that means “Lord, have mercy.”  In view of what Jesus has fully done for us, 

this prayer prays for God’s continued mercy & culminates in the praise of his glorious name. 
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In peace, we pray to the Lord: 

 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 

need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy! 

 

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

Christ, have mercy! 

 

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy! 

 

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 
 
 Alleluia!  Let praises ring! 

     Unto our triune God we sing; 

Blest be his name forever! 

     With angel hosts let us adore 

And sing his praises more and more 

     For all his grace and favor. 

Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy. 

     Spread the story 

Of our God the Lord of glory! 

 

  

  A Reading from Psalm 84 (this translation is the NIV84) 

The intimate union the soul enjoys with the Lord Almighty is a beautiful, beautiful thing . . . even here on this 

side of eternity & especially there on the next side!  This hymn ponders that blessing & sings it with glad joy. 
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For the director of music. According to gittith.] Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. 

 

   1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! 

   2 My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my 

flesh cry out for the living God. 

   3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may have her young – a place near your altar, O LORD Almighty, my 

King and my God. 

   4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. 

   5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on 

pilgrimage.  6 As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of 

springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools.  7 They go from strength to 

strength, till each appears before God in Zion. 

   8 Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty; listen to me, God of Jacob.  9 Look 

on our shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one. 

   10 Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be 

a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

   11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor; 

no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless. 

   12 O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you. 

 

This is God’s Word 

 

 

  Sung Response:  Psalm 84 (page 96 in the front part of the red hymnal) 

In such a special way this song recognizes the blessing of grace found in 3rd Commandment.  As we remember 

how richly our Lord blesses us in his house & in his heaven, our hearts gladly rejoice to be where he dwells! 

 

 

  A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 25:1-13 (this translation is the NIV84) 

In a discourse on his righteous return, the Savior uses the cultural illustration of virgins & a bridegroom to teach 

his disciples (& us!) constant vigilance as we wait – eagerly & impatiently – for the Lord’s Day to arrive. 
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   “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and 

five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with 

them. 4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The 

bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

   6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet 

him!’ 

   7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones 

said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

   9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go 

to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 

   10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The 

virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door 

was shut. 

   11 “Later the others also came. ‘Sir!  Sir!’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 

   12 “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’ 

   13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

 

He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

 

Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

  Sung Response: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers! (red hymnal, 7) 

This so happy melody eagerly celebrates & confidently expects the Savior’s return.  Marvelously, even aware of 

the crosses we bear in this world, the promise of the Gospel lifts our hearts to see & sing our redemption song. 

 

 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers,  

     and let your lights appear;               

The evening is advancing,  

     and darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising 

     And soon is drawing nigh.                 verse continues on page 8 
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Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 

     At midnight comes the cry. 

 

 

The watchers on the mountain 

     Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 

Go forth, as he approaches, 

     With alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; 

     The gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; 

     The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

 

You saints, who here in patience 

     Your cross and suff’rings bore, 

Shall live and reign forever 

     When sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory 

     The Lamb you shall behold; 

In triumph lay before him 

     Your shining crowns of gold. 

 

 

Arise, Desire of nations; 

     O Jesus, now appear, 

The Hope and Expectation 

     Of ev’ry Christian here. 

With hearts and hands uplifted 

     We plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth’s redemption 

     That sets your people free. 
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  A Sermon Lesson from Psalm 84 

Today’s sermon acknowledges the supreme rule & sovereign reign of our Creator-Redeemer; as it does so – 

Founded on the Spirit Inspired – it refreshes our own hearts to go from strength to strength until we’re . . . home! 

 

To review the printed words of this sermon’s Foundation, please review our Old Testament reading from Psalm 84. 

 
ALMOST . . . HOME! 

 

 

 Statement of Faith : The Nicene Creed 

This creed is polemic, meaning it was written to defend against false doctrine that attacked Jesus as True God & 

True Man.  As we use this statement to confess our faith, note the emphasis on “God for us!” in all things. 

  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,   

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten  

     of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.   

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  

     the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.   

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.   

  He suffered death and was buried.   

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.   

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his  

     kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from  

     the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is  

     worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.   

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.   

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
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  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   

     Amen. 

 

The Offering  

Concerning the offering, the Lord says, “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support Peace with an offering 

– tangibly here or electronically at peacelutheranboulder.org – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether 

the gospel moves your heart to offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it!  

    
 

  A note to worshippers on our practice of “Member Communion:” 

 

 

  Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs & thanksgivings we’ve considered so far today, approaches Heaven’s Throne 

on behalf of those connected to our church & family, & concludes with the prayer our Savior himself taught us. 

 
A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & our own, private prayers 

 

Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 

overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

As we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s Supper, we respectfully ask that 
guests to Peace would speak with Pastor Stern before coming to 
Communion.  This practice does not attempt to judge the heart of anyone, 
but it does stem from the Bible’s stress on the importance of a clear, 
outward confession (I Cor. 10, et. al.) and the encouragement for all to 
properly examine oneself before the Lord (I Cor. 11). Please understand this 
is done in loving respect for God and for all people, and feel free to speak 
with Pastor Stern if you have any questions about it.  Though we might not 
yet gather together at the Lord’s Table, be assured your sins are forgiven in 

the Gospel message!  
Thanks for understanding and respecting the importance of our Lord’s commands. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=perscription+pill+bottle&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RtPkL3aZVwOCZM&tbnid=Fc-LoWa1LDTV7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blog.timesunion.com/parenting/15334/parenting-101-prescription-pill-bottle-is-not-a-rattle/&ei=GKAeUbm4IOifyAGu84D4Cw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNH9t6DQzD9jUeDor8S8d3uYGBLi0w&ust=1361047946891559


11 | P a g e  
 

 The Sacrament 

This portion of our service draws attention to the Savior’s gift of Holy Communion in which we celebrate the gift 

of his redemption, bear witness to the fellowship we share, & proclaim his death until he returns. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 

And also with you! 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

 

We lift them up to the Lord! 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

It is right to give him thanks and praise!  

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who will soon come again in glory to deliver us forever from this present evil age. 

 

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of  heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 
 

  Sung Response : The Sanctus 

“Sanctus” is the Latin word for “holy.”  This song, which blends the angels’ accolades in Isaiah 6 with the shout 

of  the crowds in Matthew 21, proclaims that the Lord alone is holy & has come to set his people free. 

 

 

O holy, holy, holy, Lord God of pow’r and might, 

     Your glory earth and heaven, in countless ways recite. 

Hosanna!  Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high, 

     And in your grace and mercy, receive our fervent cry. 
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Hosanna in the highest!  How truly blest is he 

     Who in God’s name is coming, to set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation, and with his blood outpoured, 

     Deliver us from bondage – Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 

 

 A Prayer of Thanksgiving  

A creed of sorts, this stunning little prayer begins with an Old Testament prayer formula (blessed are you, O 
Lord of heaven & earth), gives thanks for the Savior’s acts of mercy & celebrates his deliverance of us. 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord of  heaven and earth.   

 

We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we 

remember the great acts of  love through which he has ransomed us from sin, 

death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy 

will.  By his innocent death, he overcame hell.  By his rising from the grave, he 

opened heaven. 

 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 

blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 

ransomed people in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

The Consecration, Distribution & Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

The pastor speaks the Words of Institution, not as a magical formula, but “as a prayer that the Lord may do 

what he’s promised . . . as a confession that the body and blood of Christ are present in the Sacrament, and 

as an invitation to the communicants to make Jesus’ promise their own through faith” (God So Loved the World, 505). 

 

In Holy Communion God gives us a unique opportunity to publicly confess our 

unity of  faith.  He also gives us a tangible reassurance that it was his blood – not 

ours – and his body – not ours – which paid the ransom price for the world’s sins 
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and sealed our salvation.  With joy in our hearts, and with hearts prepared to receive 

him, we hear and remember the words our Savior spoke. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had  

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of  me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of  you; this is my blood of  the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of  sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of  

me.” 

 

The peace of  the Lord be with you always! 

 

Amen! 
 
 

  Sung Response : The Agnus Dei 

“Agnus Dei” is a Latin phrase that means “Lamb of  God.”  This sung petition proclaims with John the 
Baptist that Jesus is the Lamb of  God, sacrificed once for all, who takes away the sins of  the world (John 1:29). 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

     Have mercy on us! 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

     Have mercy on us! 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

     Grant us your peace!  Amen!   

 
No hymn will be sung during the distribution of  the Lord’s Supper; instead worshippers may consider it  

a blessing to reflect on that joy that this Supper assures us that, in Jesus & because of  Jesus, we too will  

join the host arrayed in white (red hymnal 550  Behold a Host, Arrayed in White.) 

 

 The Song of Thanksgiving 

This brief  song raises the voices of  his people in the praise of  his goodness.  With hearts refreshed by his Supper, 
we go forth to rejoice in his name & proclaim his promises with joy & with thanksgiving.  Alleluia! 
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O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured: 

     For I have seen your promised incarnate, saving Word – 

A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

     The brilliant crowning glory of those in Israel! 

 

All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son, 

     All glory to the Spirit, forever three in one; 

For as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be, 

     God’s triune name resounding through all eternity! 

 

Lord God, thank you for the foretaste of  the heavenly banquet that you have given 

us to eat and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live as 

your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 

wedding supper of  the Lamb, who lives, reigns, and will return to take us home! 

 

Amen!   

 
 

  The Blessing & Benediction 

Where the Lord’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of  his goodness, his gifts, & his grace to us, 
our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, & to give us peace (Numbers 6). 
 

The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  Final Song : O Church Arise 

This powerful, powerful hymn pairs a confident melody with elegant text to sing our Lord’s praise as we await, 

with eager expectation, the day of  his return.  Know our King & heaven or home, God speed the day!  

 

hymn printed in full on page 15 
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 Church arise, and put your armor on;  

     hear the call of  Christ our Captain.   

For now the weak can say that they are strong  

     in the strength that God has given.   

With shield of  faith and belt of  truth,  

     we’ll stand against the devil’s lies;  

an army bold, whose battle cry is love,  

     reaching out to those in darkness. 
 

 

Our call to war to love the captive soul,  

     but to rage against the captor.   

And with the sword that makes the wounded whole,  

     we will fight with faith and valor.   

When faced with trials on ev’ry side,  

     we know the outcome is secure;  

and Christ will have the prize for which He died  

     an inheritance of  nations. 
 

 

Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet,  

     as the Son of  God is stricken.   

Then see His foes lie crushed beneath his feet,  

     for the Conqueror has risen!   

And as the stone is rolled away  

     and Christ emerges from the grave;  

this vict’ry march continues till the day  

     ev’ry eye and heart shall see him. 
 

 

So Spirit come, put stregth in every stride,  

     give grace for ev’ry hurdle.   

That we may run with faith to win the prize  

     of  a servant good and faithful.   

As saints of  old still line the way,  

     retelling triumphs of  his grace;  

we hear their calls and hunger for the day  

     when with Christ we stand in glory! 
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This Week for Peace Lutheran: 
 

Sunday (11/19): 
 
Monday (11/20): 
 
Tuesday (11/21):  
 
Wednesday (11/22): Pastor in Longmont 

No AM Bible Class 
7:00p – Thanksgiving Eve service at Our Savior’s 

(there is no pie social before or after; however, Wed. is 
free-pie day at Village Inn when you buy anything, so, 

perhaps you can still get a slice!) 

 
Thursday (11/23): Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

Friday (11/24): 
 
Saturday (11/25): 
 
Sunday (11/26):  

No AM Bible Class 
9:30a – Worship service (musician: Katie Mueller; worship  

                                                    leader: Pastor Dan Falck) 

 
Notes for the Next Weeks: 

God’s saving grace is radiant on the Peace ministry front as November closes out!  
Please do note that Pastor Stern will be out of town until the 29th of November.  If you do need 
some pastoral care given with a shepherd’s heart, please do feel free to give him a call, though.  

 

 
Next Sunday’s Service Theme: 

Christ the King! 

 
Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (tentative sermon lesson): 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24   †  Revelation 1:4b-8   †   Matthew 27:27-31  †   Psalm 47 


