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The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 4, 2018 

  

In the name of Jesus, the Lord who is near, welcome to Peace Lutheran.  As we 
ponder the majestic light of his grace, may the sure comfort of his sure care 
cause our weary hearts to rejoice & our voices to acclaim him God and Lord! 

   
Whether this is your first time with us or Peace is your church 
home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or needs, 
feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  If 
time allows, we’d love to get to know you over coffee & snacks 

after the service; but we understand if that doesn’t fit your schedule.  Above all, 
know we appreciate you being here & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs!   
 
To worship the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way (I Cor. 14:33, 40), we’ll use the 
path of worship printed in this booklet.  Today, we worship the Light of the 
World who assures us that, “whoever follows me [Jesus] will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life” (John 8:12), as we consider the worship-theme: 
  

Mighty in his Mission  

 

Portions of today’s worship service are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship:  

A Lutheran Hymnal (pg. 15 in the front part of the white-page hymnal) under OneLicense.net #A-727237. 

  

Opening Song: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (red hymnal, 82, vv. 1-3)  

These initial verses inaugurate our praise to our Savior.  Even as we ponder the reality of today, we rejoice in his 

mighty mission & remain confident in what he came to do.  To him we raise our songs of praise & thanks. 
 

 

 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

     Jesus, Lord, to you we raise, 

Manifested by the star 

     To the Magi from afar, 

Branch of royal David’s stem, 

     In your birth at Bethelehm. 

Anthems be to you addressed, 

     God in man made manifest. 
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Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 

     Prophet, Priest, and King supreme, 

And at Cana, Wedding Guest, 

     In your Godhead manifest; 

Manifest in pow’r divine, 

     Changing water into wine. 

Anthems be to you addressed, 

     God in man made manifest. 

 

 

Manifest in making whole 

     Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

Manifest in valiant fight, 

     Quelling all the devil’s might; 

Manifest in gracious will, 

     Ever bringing good from ill. 

Anthems be to you addressed, 

     God in man made manifest. 
 

 

  The Greeting & Invocation  

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless & be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); for that reason our worship calls on the name & magnifies the praise of the One, True God. 

 

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All:  Amen! 
 

 

  Our Confession of Sins  

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship service reminds us of 
our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve all fallen short of God’s demands, & focuses us on our need for a Savior. 

 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God  

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
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Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ I pray: Lord, have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

Lord, have mercy on us.   

     Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
  
 

Moment of silence to recognize & ask forgiveness for our own, personal sins 
 
 
 

  Our Lord’s Absolution 

For the sake of his Son, Jesus, the Lord has forgiven all of our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim & assure 
you that you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins & from all of your guilt! 

 
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Amen! 
 

 

  Our Song in the Joy of Forgiveness  

For generations this hymn, “Gloria in Excelsis” (Latin: “glory in the highest”), has served as a confident 
confession of faith, a statement of confidence knowing the God there is & the forgiveness we have in him.  

 
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
 

Glory be to God on high,  

     And on earth peace, good will toward men. 

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, 
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     We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, 

     God the Father almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

     O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

You take away the sin of the world; 

     Have mercy on us. 

You take away the sin of the world; 

     Receive our prayer. 

You sit at the right hand of God the Father; 

     Have mercy on us. 

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. 

     You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

Are most high in the glory of God the Father. 

     Amen! 

 

 

  The Prayer of the Day 

This brief prayer ponders the grace of our Lord in whom we are blessed to take refuge, & appeals to his gracious 

mercy & merciful grace as we ask him to hear our prayers, attend to our needs, & grant us his lasting peace. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

 

And also with you! 

 

Gracious Savior, you remain the Word of life for our eyes to see and our ears to hear.  

Send your Spirit to us that we may believe what the Scripture proclaims about you 

and do the things that are pleasing in your sight.  Hear us dear Savior; for you do live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

 

This sung response is the final verse of our opening hymn, Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

Grant us grace to see you, Lord, 

     Mirrored in your holy Word. 
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May our lives and all we do 

     Imitate and honor you 

That we all like you may be 

     At your great epiphany 

And may praise you, ever blest, 

     God in man made manifest!  
 

 

  A Reading from Romans 8:28-30 7:1-7 (this translation is the NIV84) 

Even in life’s confusing moments, Christians get to remain confident in the sure plan & certain care of the only 
God.  The One who knew us from eternity & is bringing us to glory works for our good . . . in all things! 

 

   And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; 

those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

 

This is God’s Word! 

 

 

Sung Response: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (red hymnal, 93, vv. 1-3) 

In his eternal love, the LORD promised to send the Messiah who would be mighty in his mission to save sinners.  

That Messiah is Jesus, “great David’s greater Son;” this hymn celebrates the One anointed to call us his own! 

 

 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 

     Great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

     His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

     To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression, 

     And rule in equity. 
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He comes with rescue speedy 

     To those who suffer wrong, 

To help the poor and needy 

     And bid the weak be strong, 

To give them songs for sighing, 

     Their darkness turn to light 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, 

     Are precious in his sight. 

 

 

Kings shall bow down before him 

     And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore him; 

     His praise all people sing. 

To him shall prayer unceasing 

     And daily vows ascend, 

His kingdom still increasing, 

     A kingdom without end. 

 

 

  A Reading from Mark 1:29-39 (this translation is the NIV84) 

In every facet of life & work, Jesus was mighty in his mission.  Frequently, tho, sinners confuse what that mission 

was & redefine it to what we think it should be.  Mark’s accounts puts Jesus mission into gracious perspective. 

 

The gospel according to Mark chapter 1 

 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

   As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the  

home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, 

and they immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand 

and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. 

   32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-

possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who 
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had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the 

demons speak because they knew who he was. 

   35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the 

house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his 

companions went to look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: 

“Everyone is looking for you!” 

   38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I 

can preach there also. That is why I have come.” 39 So he traveled 

throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
 

Today’s response to the Gospel is the final stanza of our previous hymn, Hail to the Lord’s Anointed. 

 

 

O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

     He on his throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

     All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

     His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever –  

     That name to us is Love! 

 

 

  A Sermon Lesson from Mark 1:29-39 

Today’s sermon pays careful attention to the mighty work of our Savior – & rejoices in it as it proclaims him 

Lord & Savior divine! – but it also emphasizes the truth of why he came & rejoices in what that means for us! 

  

For the printed text, please refer to the Gospel reading from Mark printed above. 

  

THE SAVIOR WE WANT NEED 
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 Creedal Hymn: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (red hymnal, 353) 

The well-crafted words of this sung statement of faith emphasize the glory made known of the Messiah.  With glad 

hearts, we praise him for the salvation he came to secure for us - & did! – and the good news he still proclaims.  

 

 

Praise the one who breaks the darkness 

     With a liberating light; 

Praise the one who frees the pris’ners, 

     Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the one who preached the gospel 

     Healing ev’ry dread disease, 

Calming storms and feeding thousands 

     With the Father’s word of  peace. 

 

 

Praise the one who blessed the children, 

     With a strong, yet gentle, word; 

Praise the one who drove out demons 

     With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the one who brings cool water 

     To the desert’s burning sand; 

From this well comes living water, 

     Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

 

Let us praise the Word incarnate, 

     Christ, who suffered in our place; 

Jesus died and rose victorious 

     That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

     Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer, 

     Praise the one who makes us one! 
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  The Offering  

Concerning the offering, the Lord says, “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support Peace with an offering 

– tangibly here or electronically at peacelutheranboulder.org – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether 

the gospel moves your heart to offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it!   

 

 

   A note to worshippers about our practice of “Member Communion” :  

 

 

  Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs & thanksgivings we’ve considered so far, approaches Heaven’s Throne on 

behalf of those connected to our church & family, & asks for strength in godly living as we walk toward heaven! 

 

A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & our own, private prayers 

 

All these petitions we pray boldly, dear Father, sure that you do accept and answer 

them according to your grace.  Hear us as we pray the prayer Jesus taught disciples: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

As we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s Supper, we respectfully ask that 
guests to Peace would please speak with Pastor Stern before coming to 
Communion.  This practice does not attempt to judge the heart of anyone, 
but it does stem from the Bible’s stress on the importance of a clear, 
outward confession (I Cor. 10, et. al.) and the encouragement for all to 
properly examine oneself before the Lord (I Cor. 11). Please understand this 
is done in loving respect for God and for all people, and feel free to speak 
with Pastor Stern if you have any questions about it.  Though we might not 
yet gather together at the Lord’s Table, be assured your sins are forgiven in 

the Gospel message!  
Thanks for understanding and respecting the importance of our Lord’s commands. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=perscription+pill+bottle&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RtPkL3aZVwOCZM&tbnid=Fc-LoWa1LDTV7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blog.timesunion.com/parenting/15334/parenting-101-prescription-pill-bottle-is-not-a-rattle/&ei=GKAeUbm4IOifyAGu84D4Cw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNH9t6DQzD9jUeDor8S8d3uYGBLi0w&ust=1361047946891559
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 The Sacrament (page 21 in the front part of the red hymnals)  

This portion of our service draws attention to the Savior’s gift of Holy Communion in which we celebrate the gift 

of his redemption, bear witness to the fellowship we share, & proclaim his death until he returns. 

 
The Lord be with you 

 
And also with you! 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

 

We lift them up unto the Lord! 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 

It is good and right so to do! 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only 

Son, full of grace and truth.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

  Sung Response : The Sanctus 

“Sanctus” is the Latin word for “holy.”  This song, which blends the angels’ accolades in Isaiah 6 with the shout 

of  the crowds in Matthew 21, proclaims that the Lord alone is holy & has come to set his people free. 

 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: 

     Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

     Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he  

Who comes in the name of the Lord. 

     Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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The Consecration, Distribution & Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

The pastor speaks the Words of Institution, not as a magical formula, but “as a prayer that the Lord may do 

what he’s promised . . . as a confession that the body and blood of Christ are present in the Sacrament, and 

as an invitation to the communicants to make Jesus’ promise their own through faith” (God So Loved the World, 505). 

 

In Holy Communion God gives us a unique opportunity to publicly confess our 

unity of  faith.  He also gives us a tangible reassurance that it was his blood – not 

ours – and his body – not ours – which paid the ransom price for the world’s sins 

and sealed our salvation.  With joy in our hearts, and with hearts prepared to receive 

him, we hear and remember the words our Savior spoke. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had  

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of  me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of   

you; this is my blood of  the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of  sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of  me.” 

 

The peace of  the Lord be with you always! 

 
Amen! 
 
 

  Sung Response : The Agnus Dei 

“Agnus Dei” is a Latin phrase that means “Lamb of  God.”  This sung petition proclaims with John the 

Baptist that Jesus is the Lamb of  God, sacrificed once for all, who takes away the sins of  the world (John 1:29). 

 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

     Have mercy on us! 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

     Have mercy on us! 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

     Grant us your peace!  Amen!   
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No hymn will be sung during the distribution of  the Lord’s Supper; instead, worshippers might simply  

ponder the grace of  our God in giving us his son as that truth is reflected in the hymn,  

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (red hymnal, 377). 

 

 The Song of Thanksgiving 

This brief  song raises the voices of  his people in the praise of  his goodness.  With hearts refreshed by his Supper, 

we go forth to rejoice in his name & proclaim his promises with joy & with thanksgiving.  Alleluia! 
  

 

Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace 

     according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

     which you have prepared before the face of all people, 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  

     And the glory of your people Israel.  

 

 

 The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

This glad prayer ascribes worth to our Lord (“worship”) by rejoicing in what he has fully done for us, by taking 

confidence in what he so graciously promises to do – to be with us & keep us close to him until his glorious Day! 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

And his mercy endures forever. 

 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper.  

Through it, do strengthen our faith in you; do increase our love for one another.  

All this we ask in the name of  Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen 
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  The Blessing & Benediction 

Where the Lord’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of  his goodness, his gifts, & his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, & to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

Amen!  Amen!  Amen!   

 

 

 
Thanks for worshipping with us today!  Please remember to take this service booklet home with you to 

ponder & discuss the Homegrown Faith questions found below.  God bless your week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Homegrown Faith : our worship concepts meant for your home conversations 
 

 How were today’s Bible readings cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic?  
What specific portions of those readings do you appreciate most?  Why?  

 

 How were today’s songs cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic while 
emphasizing Christ-for-us?  What specific phrase(s) best connect(s) to you? 

 

 How did today’s sermon show you your sin . . . and your Savior?  What from 
today’s sermon can be applied to help strengthen your daily walk with Christ?  
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This Week for Peace Lutheran: 
 

Sunday (2/4): 
 

Monday (2/5): 
 
Tuesday (2/6):  

10:15a – Manor Care Devotion (Psalm 99) 
 
Wednesday (2/7): Pastor in Longmont 

9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: Karla) 
10:00a – Lord’s Prayer Bible Study at Our Savior’s  
6:00p – Council meeting at Our Savior’s  
 

Thursday (2/8):  
9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: Polly) 

 
Friday (2/9): 
 
 
Saturday (2/10): 
 
Sunday (2/11): Please remember to invite & encourage others!  

8:30a – Bible Class & Sunday School 
9:30a – Worship at Peace (musician: Jeff Falck) 
11:00a – Council meeting at Peace 

 

Notes for the Next Weeks: 
Only by God’s grace, ministry & activity ramp up around Peace as February gets underway.  Please 

do, remember to keep the following opportunities in your calendars and in your prayers: 

 Multiple ways to serve our Savior & his people exist; please take a moment to sign 
up for specific needs/opportunities on the church doors 

 Ash Wednesday (February 14) – soup-supper at 6:15p; worship service at 7p 

 Rocky Mt. Lutheran High School federation meeting (February 25 at 3p) 

 Pastor Tauscher still holds the Call to Longmont; please keep him & our ministry 
via Our Savior’s in your prayers – such cool work to do! 

  
Next Sunday’s Service Theme: 

Grace Revealed.  God Glorified. 

  
Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (tentative sermon lesson): 

II Kings 2:1-12a   †  II Corinthians 3:12-4:2   †   Mark 9:2-9  †   Psalm 148 


