
Text: II Timothy 4:1-5 (Church Membership, Peace Choice, September 24, 2017) 

Theme: The Encouragement is Clear! 

 

Virtue (basic truth): God calls his Church to stand on and share, practice and proclaim his Word. 

 

Malady (our problem): Sinners associate church membership in externals aside from the Word. 

 

Telic Note (goal): By means of this sermon, the Holy Spirit helps us realize and appreciate the 

wonderful blessing we have as members of a church which proclaims the Truth. 

 

Propositional Statement (aim): So often church nice-ities usurp church necessities.  Today, 

founded on and fed by the Bread of Life, we take to heart the Inspired encouragement to 

be a church that adheres to and admonishes with the Word.  As one pastor wrote to 

another, as that pastor guided his congregation, the encouragement is clear! 

 

Specific Law in Text: “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, 

rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction” (II Timothy 4:2). 

 

Specific Gospel in Text: Implied in the knowledge of Christ and his return (II Timothy 4:1). 

 

Doctrinal Thought: the primary responsibility of a church and its members is to stand on God’s 

Word and to employ that Word in every facet of their ministry and lives. 

 

Sanctification Thought:  “Word of Life, your encouragement is clear: we are to rally to and 

proclaim your Word of truth – all of it, and all of it in love for both you and our neighbor.  

Father and Friend, move our hearts to gladly appreciate that encouragement.  By your 

Spirit, strengthen us to give thanks for the blessing of our church home, to stand together 

on your Word, and to go about the ministry you’ve given all of us willingly, gladly, and 

always to your glory.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

 

 

II Timothy 4:1-5 

   In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of 

his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and 

out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the 

time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They 

will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all 

situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 



From one pastor to another, from that pastor to his church, the truth of comfort: “Grace, mercy, 

and peace (are yours) from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord” (II Timothy 1:2).  Amen! 

 

Maybe my observation is too obtuse, but it’s unbelievable how church-membership practices and 

preferences tend to resemble the theme-song from an 80s sitcom, more than the direction of the 

Spirit Inspired.  Sounds strange, and it is, until we consider what many churches push and what 

many church bodies – denominational or not - plug.  Lump together the majority of reasons 

people connect themselves to a church, and those quickly matters of membership sound like this: 

 

“Makin your way in the world today takes everything you’ve got.  Taking a break from  

all your worries, sure would  help a lot.  Wouldn’t you like to get away?  Sometimes you  

want to go where everybody knows your name, and they’re always glad you came.   

You wanna be where you can see, our troubles are all the same, you wanna be where  

everybody knows your name.  You wanna go where people know, people are all the same,  

You wanna go where everybody knows your name” (Theme song to the sitcom, Cheers). 

 

Please understand me: not all saying that the blessing of relationships are insignificant inside a 

visible church– they’re not.  Nor is an authentic atmosphere which receives others gladly is 

bothersome – it’s not.  I’m not at all calling a message of respite abominable.  All wonderful 

blessings – obviously!  But they’re also blessings of secondary importance; they’re church nice-

ities which often usurp church-necessities.  And we want to make sure we understand that today. 

 

In connection to church homes and church memberships the encouragement is clear: they 

should know your name and the message should be relatable – and maybe you’ll even get a 

sticker – but God wants us to go, not just where the people are, but primarily where his Word is 

adhered to in its inerrancy, proclaimed in its purity, practiced in its truth.  God wants us to go, 

not where troubles are all these same, but where our troubles are reconciled at the forgiveness 

message of Christ crucified, and where that Foundation is the heart and core of all we do. 

 

Not surprising, that encouragement is clear on the pages of the Divine Narrative.  It’s the 

encouragement emphatic to pastors and the direction categorical to congregations.  It’s the truth 

entrusted to God’s church then and now.  It’s also the concluding criterion Pastor Paul epistles to 

Timothy in his farewell letter.  Of all the things inspired ink could have instructed, Paul quills a 

church-connected encouragement to Timothy, to Timothy’s church, and to us here: 

 

“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view 

of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in 

season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful 

instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to 

suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 



itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 
5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 

discharge all the duties of your ministry” (II Tim. 4:1-5). 

 

First verse is super interesting – especially off the heels of last week’s awe-full Revelation.  Even 

then, even in the late AD 60s, Paul’s keenly aware of Christ’s supreme reign and sovereign 

presence; he’s not at all afraid to bring both the presence and the return of the righteous God into 

instruction.  “Timothy, what you’re doing with God’s Word, you’re doing with God as witness!”  

He’s not a distant deity unaware of activity.  Take his Word seriously.  Don’t muddle, dismiss, or 

downplay his Word as old-thought or culturally irrelevant because it’s grandma’s religion.  

 

Pay attention to that!  In other words, if God himself wants church we join, and responsibilities 

connected to it, taken seriously, we . . . should . . . take . . . it . . . seriously!  That’s why we start 

worship “in the name of . . .”  Mean’s God’s with us!  That’s why we hear “this is the Word of . . 

.”  Means this is still his Word and his directions to us!  Responsibility to keep that focus isn’t 

left to the guy front; as a member of a church, that’s your responsibility, too!  Friends, the 

encouragement is clear: take it seriously. 

 

We know that; but we also need to be reminded of it.  Before this is our church, this is God’s 

church.  It’s his Word that guides what we do, why we do, and how we do.  Paul purposefully 

puts that truth on the heart of a pastor and on the heart of that pastor’s people.  Encouragement 

is clear: your church is to be guided by God’s Word; and here are the five Ps of its activity: 

 

 Preach: Herald and proclaim.  Not about the Word or alluding to the Word or what some  

     think about the Word.  Proclaim the Word.  This is your topic, your foundation – not 

     just Sundays, every-day; and if we don’t, something is seriously wrong!  

 Prepare: Literally “stand in season out of season;” whether it’s convenient for you or not,  

     be equipped with the Word and prepare to proclaim and be prepared to defend. 

 Prove: Use the Word to expose the wrong teaching by showing evidence of the right.   

     That’s really hard – especially because the tolerant world has a problem with that; and  

     especially because Christian’s who prefer to be comfortable have problems with that.   

 Point: with the Word rebuke sin, all sin, our sin; bring the wrong to light and calls sin a  

     sin; means we don’t endorse or promote sin; also means we don’t turn a blind eye to it    

     based on what itching ears find personally preferential or culturally uncomfortable.  

 Promote: encourage with the Gospel, lay the news of forgiveness on the penitent heart;  

     bring them to a message of respite in Christ and apply that to daily living. 

 

“Verse contains the simplest summary of every pastoral duty and responsibility – administering 

the Sacraments, admonishing the erring, and comforting and visiting those in need – and all flow 

from preaching the Word” (LSB Footnote).  



The encouragement is clear: be part of a church that proclaims the Word.  And if it doesn’t 

herald the Word in its fullness and truth and entirety – don’t go there.  If it turns an eye toward a 

lie or an ear to a myth – don’t go there!  Members here, you to take me to account on what the 

Word says; your responsibility.  What we’re doing here is not about worship styles, pastoral 

personalities, or personal preferences – all those things can change.  But God’s Word cannot. 

 

Easy and as obvious as that truth should be to know and identify, the sad reality is it’s the rarity 

these days.  Sadly, even some churches which call themselves Christians set aside the difficult 

teachings and hard sayings of the Word for the sake of friendly externals; that’s not proving, it’s 

ignoring.  Sadly, a good majority of church bodies sacrifice the comfort of God’s grace to blur 

lines with logic or muddled expression of culture-defined love; that’s not rebuking, it’s turning a 

blind eye.  And, about those churches, Jesus who says “observe all of my teaching” (Matthew 

28:19), still says “stay away.”  Not surprisingly, Moses, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Peter, John, 

James, Jude agree.  And Paul emphasizes, “but you, keep your head in all situations, endure 

hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry” (II Tim. 4:5). 

 

Without a doubt, the encouragement is clear: the church God wants you to be a member of is . . 

. his!  And he still defines that church as one which stays focused on his Word and endures, that 

gets to the work given in the presence of God and goes about the ministry it’s been given by the 

promise of God.  That’s the church that loves you enough to warn you about sin and to bring you 

to the foot of the cross.  That’s the church that loves you enough to encourage you and equip you 

with the Word so you, too, stand firm on it . . . and on it alone.  That’s the church, with which 

you get to work together, to preach, proclaim, and promote the Word in our world. 

 

When and where that’s the case, a wonderful thing happens: it’s a church where everybody know 

your name . . . and we pray for you and encourage you by it; it’s a church where we’re always 

glad you came . . . because we get to celebrate the message of redemption and share the news of 

our Savior; it’s a church where we recognize our troubles and hardships aren’t all the same, but 

we rally to Word of Peace and Message of Strength found in Christ who gave himself for all;  

it’s a church and church body that takes the Great Commission seriously and preach the Word! 

 

Started by saying it’s unbelievable what people look for in churches.  But I’ll conclude by saying 

this: it’s not unbelievable . . . it’s God’s grace that we still get to preach and teach and confess 

that we’re saved by grace alone, through faith in Christ alone.  It’s not unbelievable . . . it’s grace 

that together we hold on to that Word and together we encourage one another with it.  It’s not 

unbelievable . . . it’s grace that, together, we get to reach out to share it.  It’s grace that until our 

Jesus comes he keeps the focus and encouragement clear: preach the Word! 

 

Amen! 


