
Isaiah 9:2-7 

   The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow 

of death a light has dawned. 

   3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at 

the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.  4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you 

have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.  
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, 

will be fuel for the fire. 

   6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And 

he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

   7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 

time on and forever. 

   The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

Text: Isaiah 9:2-7 (OT Gospel, Peace Choice, October 15, 2017) 

Theme: Promise Packed! 

 

Virtue (basic truth): The Old Testament speaks sure promises concerning our dear Savior. 

 

Malady (our problem): Whether ignorantly or indifferently sinners fail to see the gorgeous 

promises contained for us in the Old Testament. 

 

Telic Note (goal): By means of this sermon, the Holy Spirit calms our hearts in the long-

enduring promises of our gracious God. 

 

Propositional Statement (aim): The Old Testament gets a bad rap as being only doom and 

gloom.  And, if we understand that God is just; that rap is partially legit.  But let’s not 

forget to hear the heart of God pulse in love for sinners through the same 39.  Today, 

guided by the Spirit Inspired, we celebrate that the Old Testament is promise packed.  

 

Specific Law in Text: “the people walking in darkness . . . those living in the land of the shadow 

of death” (Isaiah 9:1 – sin always leads to dark places away from the Light). 

 

Specific Gospel in Text: “a light has dawned . . . a son is given” (Isaiah 9:1, 6).  

 

Doctrinal Thought: Jesus, the Son of God promised, is both true God and true Man! 

 

Sanctification Thought:  “Heavenly Father, for those living in the darkness of sin, you gave the 

Light of Life – our Savior – and, in him alone, we know both the power and the peace of 

your dear promises.  Eternal Father, keep us always in your care, comfort us with the 

news of your eternal plan and your enduring peace, and teach us to daily cherish the 

blessings you have won for us here and in eternity.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the place of sacrifice, Isaiah heard the news that his guilt is taken away and his sin atoned 

for (Is. 6:7).  From Christ’s cross we hear the same; his grace and peace is ours!  Amen! 

 

Think I understand why, but even in Christian minds, the Old Testament gets a bad rap; and 

based on that bum rep, these three-dozen-and-three books go massively misunderstood.  Whether 

by ignorance or indifference, these 39 Books of cohesion are summarized by an insecure God 

who breathes wrath on people for not doing what he demands.  Casual unfamiliarity simply 

associates this history with an archeological league of dusty places, crusty people.  Shallowly, in 

a culture fascinated by the techy and trendy, in a conversation dominated by what’s next in terms 

of progression and advancement, some find its nominal category massively unengaging.  Why 

would anyone dip, let alone marinate, into what generations have designated as Old? 

 

Simple answer: because these three-dozen-and-three are still the Word of God.  Old Testament, 

too, is still the living and breathing Word active and useful for teaching, correcting, rebuking, 

and training in righteousness.  Old Testament, too, is the Spirit Inspired inked for our eternal 

benefit and is promise packed to God’s eternal glory.  This is that which Christ came to fulfill 

and the mosaic of him we still get to see.  So today we spend time in it; God bless us as we do! 

 

Alluded to it already, but one of the reasons it’s set aside in our tolerant culture is because it’s 

associated with doom and gloom; and that doom and gloom is there–won’t ignore it; warfare and 

bloodshed are evident when church and state unite.   But here’s what that casual observation 

misses: doom and gloom isn’t a theme, it’s a thread of God’s Law; consistently it displays the 

punishment of the just God against that which offends him.  With repeated warning, God has 

always told prophets and people to turn from sin because he hates it.  

 

In hearts and Scripture, God’s Law is consistently clear . . . and needed.  But, even in this early 

portion of Isaiah, which one pastor simply referred to as “the Book of Denunciation” (August 

Pieper) God himself is glad to announce the Ray of Hope to those walking in darkness and the 

Light of Grace to those living in the land of the shadow of death.  In other words, in an account 

so promise packed, the gospel of God’s relentlessly gracious heart is beautifully clear.  Listen:  

 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 

shadow of death a light has dawned” (Isaiah 9:2). 

 

Terms for darkness and shadow of death (also Psalm 23: 4) are deep.  Easy understanding is the 

absence of light.  Certainly in both concepts, but darkness entails an obscurity mixed with terror, 

ignorance, sadness, confusion, and evil; shadow of death lurks with gloom, doom, foreboding.   

 

I suppose we understand that physically, scientifically, and emotionally; but we want to grasp 

that spiritually, too.  In the verbiage of the Spirit Inspired, this darkness is where sin always 



leads; it’s the dark valley into which we wander when we set aside what God says, the dark-

place which has as its locational goal to separate us from God.  And maybe that’s all I have to 

say – your own hearts daily understand the connection because it’s the darkness of your painful 

past you don’t like to talk about and it’s the shadow in your problematic present that terrifies you 

– not just because you know what it is, but because you know full well what you deserve in it.  If 

that’s all we’ve got, I’m content to write these three-dozen-and-three off as outdated and old. 

 

But look at Isaiah 9:2 again; the “God of wrath and woe” (sarcasm) refuses to let spiritual gloom 

and eternal doom be the theme of his love story . . . of our own, individual histories, too.  And so, 

into the gloom and doom of sin and for those in the gloom and doom of sin, he sent the Light of 

Life (John 8:12).  He sent the Seed promised in Eden, Sun prophesied in Malachi, and the 

Subject of every generation in between.  Promise packed!  Into the darkness, he sent the Light; 

and for those in the darkness, he sent the Light – not just to exist, but to shine on us with his 

blessing.  Never ever let the Old Testament gloom and doom cloud out the glad and changeless 

reality that God’s plan of saving us is – and always has been and always will be – promised 

packed!  And in that truth, God’s heart is clear and his activity is clear! 

 

Won’t reread those middle verses (Isaiah 9:3-5); even as the blessings of his promises become 

clear, understand the emphasis is still on God’s activity on our behalf.   And then let your weary 

heart rest in what God promises is as good as done – and the verb tenses of Isaiah 9 bring that 

out in a special way!  He, who sent the Light, causes both nations and gladness to grow great 

(wonderful mission emphasis!).  He, who sent the Light, causes us to enjoy his presence and his 

victory.  He, who sent the Light, shatters the yoke of spiritual oppression and breaks the bar of 

spiritual burden and wrecks the rod of spiritual slavery.  Because of him, because of his activity 

in all things and for our behalf, and because of his promise, the tools of oppression the tools of 

enslavement the tools which entrap in darkness are done away with . . .and you are . . . free! 

 

Two images of promise I can’t breeze past from this section; both of which we have in him: 

 Harvest: way more than hitting Safeway for granola bars.  The OT theme of harvest 

meant God kept his Word; and this time of rejoicing was always connected to blessing, 

prosperity, and survival.  Promise packed! 

 Freedom: simple image still cherished.  But not even a freedom we have to fight to 

defend.  In the Light of Life there is a freedom in which no weapon of war is even 

needed.  Promise packed! 

 

Then, in case we need to know on what authority all this is and in whom this will all be, Isaiah’s 

inspired quill makes it clear.  Promise packed in one person.  Welcome to Christmas Eve: 

 

Into a world of sin and darkness . . . for the joy of the people and for their freedom . . . for to 

them . . . for to me . . .for to you . . . “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 



government (ruling activity) will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).   

 

For to them in their darkness . . . for to me in my sin . . . for to you in your gloom . . . for to us . . 

. God himself will be born.  For to them . . . for to me . . . for to you . . . for to us . . . the Eternal 

Word will be made earthly flesh – not to check up on us . . . not to pay us a casual visit and then 

step away . . . but for our benefit and to forgive us and to save us (Kretzmann, 303). 

 

And his name.  Not his names.  His name; the means by which we know him.  Far more than just 

alluding titles, assigned tasks, or nice talks, the name, the full characteristic of who he is for us, 

of whose shoulders all rule/government is on. So much more than rote memorization, he is: 

 

 Wonder Counselor: the determiner and carrier-out of a plan of action, of salvation. 

 Mighty God: the Valiant One who leaves us neither defenseless nor defeated 

 Everlasting Father: literally “my father unto” whose compassion fails us never.  

 Prince of Peace: the One who rules all and has reconciled all to himself. 

 

The Light that shines in the darkness, friends, is characterized by name, activity, essence and 

eternity as the God of Wisdom, the God of Power, the God of Compassion, and the God of 

Blessing.  This is the God we have.  Promise packed . . . this is his Word! 

 

“Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 

that time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:7). 

 

And it will be.  He will reign justly.  And he does.  He will rule righteously.  And he does.  His 

Kingdom will endure eternally.  And it does.  Sadly clouded by ignorance and indifference is the 

gracious reality of what God’s zeal for his own name has done: saved us.  And the glad truth 

that, “in the kingdom of Christ there is grace, comfort, forgiveness of sins, joy, peace.  He does 

not deal with the transgression in sternness, but as a father” (Luther; LSB Footnote).  

    

Christians, that’s the promise-packed Kingdom of our God; that’s the one in which we, by grace 

through faith, are called citizens and heirs.  And that’s always been the plan; God bless us as we 

see that, salivate over it, and celebrate it until we see him!  But now we’ve got a task that’s both 

mighty and bold.  And it’s not just to spend time in this Old Testament for ourselves and our own 

benefit – although, do that!   Friends, we’ve got the Spirit Inspired to share!  You’ve got the 

promise packed Word your loved needs and your neighbor needs and your coworker needs!  

Please don’t be ignorant of that truth or indifferent to their eternity.  Take it to them!  And God 

use you, to let them rejoice at the harvest of our gracious God!  Amen! 


