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The First Sunday in Lent 
February 18, 2018 

 

In the name of Jesus, our eternal King, welcome to Peace Lutheran!  Today, our 
hearts remain glad in the truth of God’s promise as he again directs our eyes to 
the Son whom he loves – the Son whom he sent to save us! 

   
Whether this is your first time with us or Peace is your church 
home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or needs, 
feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  If 
time allows, we’d love to get to know you over coffee & snacks 

after the service; but we understand if that doesn’t fit your schedule.  Above all, 
know we appreciate you being here & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs!   
 
As we worship the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way (I Corinthians 14:33, 40), we’ll 
use the path of worship printed in this booklet.  Today, our hearts ponder the 
victory held by faith and the encouragement to “worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only” (Matthew 4:10b), as we consider the worship-theme: 
  

The Sinless Substitute 

 

 

Worshippers who prefer to follow this path of worship in a hymnal will find the Service of Word & Sacrament on page 26 in the 

front part of the red hymnals; the service is reprinted in this booklet with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727237. 

 

 

 The Greeting & Invocation 

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless & be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); for that reason our worship calls on the name & magnifies the praise of the One, True God. 

 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  

              fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.   

 

All:  And also with you! 
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 Our Confession of Sins 

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship services reminds us of 

our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve all fallen short of God’s demands, & focuses us on our need for a Savior. 

 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is 

evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

  

A moment of silence to ask forgiveness of our own, personal sins. 

 

 Our Lord’s Absolution 

For the sake of his Son, Jesus, the Lord has forgiven all of our sins.  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim & assure 

you that you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins & from all of your guilt! 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son (†), 

and of the Holy Spirit! 

 

Amen! 

 

 

 Our Prayer in the Joy of His Forgiveness 

Fully forgiven, we approach God’s throne with joy & confidence as we praise him for his goodness to us.  This 

prayer rejoices in the mercy of our Savior, the release of our guilt by his own decree, & the strength to serve him. 

 

Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our 

ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises.  Keep us steadfast in your 



4 | P a g e  
 

Word; when we fall, raise us up and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen! 

 

          

  A Reading from Genesis 22:1-18 (this translation is the NIV84) 

God commands Abraham to sacrifice his son . . . his only son . . . whom he loved . . . Isaac; but that command 

displays the place God is to hold in our hearts.  First place.  Abraham’s faith surrenders the son he loves.  

    

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

   “Here I am,” he replied. 

   2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, 

and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on 

one of the mountains I will tell you about.” 

   3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took 

with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood 

for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the 

third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his 

servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We 

will worship and then we will come back to you.” 

   6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, 

and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on 

together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 

   “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

   “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt 

offering?” 

   8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 

   9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar 

there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the 

altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to 

slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, 

“Abraham! Abraham!” 
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   “Here I am,” he replied. 

   12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I 

know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, 

your only son.” 

   13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. 

He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his 

son. 14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is 

said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 

   15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and 

said, “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and 

have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make 

your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 

seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because 

you have obeyed me.” 

 

This is God’s Word 

 

 

  Sung Response:  The Lamb (blue hymnal 714, vv. 1 & 2) 

The selected stanzas of this vivid hymn easily connect Isaac’s ponderance of a sacrifice to the Lord’s provision of a 

sacrifice.  In majestic grace it also hails the perfect Lamb who died for the world – our Savior Substitute, Jesus!  

 

 

The Lamb, the Lamb, 

     O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

Faith sees, believes 

     God will provide the Lamb of price! 

 

 

Worthy is the Lamb 

     Whose death makes me his own! 

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 
verses continued on page 6 
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The Lamb, the Lamb, 

     One perfect final offering. 

The Lamb, the Lamb, 

     Let earth join heav’n his praise to sing! 

 

 

Worthy is the Lamb 

     Whose death makes me his own! 

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 

 

 

  A Reading from Romans 8:31-39 (this translation is the NIV84) 

An argument from “the greater” to “the lesser” emphasizes the eternal God’s amazing love for the world.  Since 

God is for us – proof seen in the Son he did not spare! – we have comfort that nothing will separate us from him. 

 

   31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – 

how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will 

bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who then is he that condemns?  Christ Jesus who died – more than that, who 

was raised to life – is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

   37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

This is God’s Word. 
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  Sung Response: Be Still My Soul (red hymnal, 415, vv. 1 & 2) 

We rest securely in God’s abiding love.  We daily face trouble in this world of sin.  The beautiful stanzas of this 

time-honored hymn ponder both of those realities as they bring our hearts to a calm still in our Savior’s care. 

 

 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 

     Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to your God to order and provide; 

     In ev’ry change he faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul; your best your heav’nly friend 

     Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

 

Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 

     To guard the future as he has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 

     All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 

     His voice who ruled them while he lived below. 
 

 

  A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 1:12-15 (this translation is the NIV84) 

In a victory that precludes Calvary, Jesus defeats the devil in the early portion of his ministry.  After he does - & 

because he does! – he goes gladly proclaiming the sure victory he has secured over the old evil foe. 

 

   12 At once the Spirit sent him [Jesus] out into the desert, 13 and he was in the 

desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and 

angels attended him. 

   14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. 

Repent and believe the good news!” 

  

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 

 

Today’s sung response is the final verse of the prior hymn, Be Still, My Soul; it’s printed on page 8 
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Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 

     When we shall be forever with the Lord. 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

     Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 

     All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
 

 

  A Sermon Lesson from Genesis 22:1-18 

Today’s sermon walks through the Divine Narrative of our Old Testament reading to emphasize the glad & 

greater truth that God so loved the world – us! – that he did not spare his Son, but gave him up/over for us all! 

  

 
FIRST, NOT THE GREATEST. 

 
 

 Statement of Faith : The Nicene Creed 

This creed is polemic, meaning it was written to defend against false doctrine that attacked Jesus as True God & 

True Man.  As we use this statement to confess our faith, note the emphasis on “God for us!” in all things. 
  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,   

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten  

     of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.   

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  

     the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.   

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.   

  He suffered death and was buried.   

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.   

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his  

     kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from  

     the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is  

     worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.   

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.   

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   

     Amen. 

 

 

The Offering  

Concerning the offering, the Lord says, “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support Peace with an offering 

– tangibly here or electronically at peacelutheranboulder.org – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether 

the gospel moves your heart to offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it!   

 

 

  New Member Welcome 

Among so many other blessings, church membership means we stand together on all that our Savior says.  With 

joy, then, we join to do so as we worship together, pray for one another, & carry on the work he’s given us to do.  

Today, with gladness, we officially recognize that the Lord, in love, has added to our church family here at Peace. 

 

 

JOHN 

HOVERSTEN † KATE 

HOVERSTEN † ELLIOT 

HOVERSTEN † RYAN 

HOVERSTEN † 
ANNE 

HOVERSTEN 

“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  And 
after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.” – Job 19:25-26 
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     A note to worshippers on our practice of “Member Communion:” 

 

 

  Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs & thanksgivings we’ve considered so far today, approaches Heaven’s Throne 

on behalf of those connected to our church & family, & concludes with the prayer our Savior himself taught us. 

 

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and 

death by his obedient death on the cross. 

 

We confess that without your love we are lost. 

 

Lord of  the Church, we thank you for the treasure of  the gospel.  By your Spirit, 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfector of  our faith. 

 

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 

 

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.   

 

Keep us faithful even to the point of  death, that we may receive from the 

crown of  life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & our own, private prayers 
 

As we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s Supper, we respectfully ask that 
guests to Peace would speak with Pastor Stern before coming to 
Communion.  This practice does not attempt to judge the heart of anyone, 
but it does stem from the Bible’s stress on the importance of a clear, 
outward confession (I Cor. 10, et. al.) and the encouragement for all to 
properly examine oneself before the Lord (I Cor. 11). Please understand this 
is done in loving respect for God and for all people, and feel free to speak 
with Pastor Stern if you have any questions about it.  Though we might not 
yet gather together at the Lord’s Table, be assured your sins are forgiven in 

the Gospel message!  
Thanks for understanding and respecting the importance of our Lord’s commands. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=perscription+pill+bottle&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RtPkL3aZVwOCZM&tbnid=Fc-LoWa1LDTV7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blog.timesunion.com/parenting/15334/parenting-101-prescription-pill-bottle-is-not-a-rattle/&ei=GKAeUbm4IOifyAGu84D4Cw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNH9t6DQzD9jUeDor8S8d3uYGBLi0w&ust=1361047946891559
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Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 

overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 The Sacrament 

This portion of our service draws attention to the Savior’s gift of Holy Communion in which we celebrate the gift 

of his redemption, bear witness to the fellowship we share, & proclaim his death until he returns. 

 

The Lord be with you 

 

And also with you! 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

 

We lift them up to the Lord! 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

It is right to give him thanks and praise!  

 

Praise the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he’s blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing!  He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and 

not only for ours but also for the sins of  the whole world.  Now have come the 

salvation and the power and the kingdom of  our God and the authority of  his Christ.  

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory for ever and ever. 
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  Sung Response : The Sanctus 

“Sanctus” is the Latin word for “holy.”  This song, which blends the angels’ accolades in Isaiah 6 with the shout 

of  the crowds in Matthew 21, proclaims that the Lord alone is holy & has come to set his people free. 
 

 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.   

     The whole earth is full of your glory! 

You are my God, and I will exalt you. 

     I will give you thanks for you have become my salvation. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 

     The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 

 

The Consecration, Distribution & Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

The pastor speaks the Words of Institution, not as a magical formula, but “as a prayer that the Lord may do 

what he’s promised . . . as a confession that the body and blood of Christ are present in the Sacrament, and 

as an invitation to the communicants to make Jesus’ promise their own through faith” (God So Loved the World, 505). 

 

In Holy Communion God gives us a unique opportunity to publicly confess our 

unity of  faith.  He also gives us a tangible reassurance that it was his blood – not 

ours – and his body – not ours – which paid the ransom price for the world’s sins 

and sealed our salvation.  With joy in our hearts, and with hearts prepared to receive 

him, we hear and remember the words our Savior spoke. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had  

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of  me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of   

you; this is my blood of  the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of  sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of  me.” 
  

The peace of  the Lord be with you always! 

  

Amen! 



13 | P a g e  
 

  Sung Response : The Agnus Dei 

“Agnus Dei” is a Latin phrase that means “Lamb of  God.”  This sung petition proclaims with John the 

Baptist that Jesus is the Lamb of  God, sacrificed once for all, who takes away the sins of  the world (John 1:29). 

  

 
O Christ, Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world; 

     Have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

     Have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

     Grant us your peace.  Amen!   

 

 
No hymn will be sung during the distribution of  the Lord’s Supper; instead worshippers may consider it  

a blessing to reflect on that joy that this Supper assures us that, in Jesus & because of  Jesus, salvation unto us has 

come by God’s free grace and favor (CW 390  Salvation unto Us Has Come.) 

 

 

 Closing Prayer 

This final prayer summarizes both the truth & the confidence we have with the Supper fresh on our hearts; the 
Lord’s mercy – which he has distributed to us once again – is good & his mercy continues to guide our days. 

 
 

Hear the prayer of  your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world; that the eyes which have seen the coming of  your Son 

may long for his coming again; and that that all who have received in his true body 

and blood the pledge of  your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 

life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

Amen!  
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  The Blessing & Benediction 

Where the Lord’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of  his goodness, his gifts, & his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, & to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

Amen!  

 

 

  Final Song : Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing (printed below) 

This beautiful  hymn summons our praise as it concludes our service with the strong reminder that our Lord, the 

fount of  every blessing, has called us to himself  & in love undeserved is bringing us to himself  in heaven...soon! 

 

 

 Come thou fount of  every blessing, 

     Tune my heart to sing thy grace. 

Streams of  mercy, never ceasing, 

     Call for songs of  loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet 

     Sung by flaming tongues above 

Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it, 

     Mount of  thy redeeming love. 
 

 

Here I raise my Ebeneezer,    (Ebeneezer means “stone of help;” I Samuel 7:12) 

     Hither by thy help I’ve come 

And I hope by thy good pleasure 

     Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger 

     Wandering from the fold of  God 

He to rescue me from danger 

     Interposed his precious blood. 



15 | P a g e  
 

Oh to grace how great a debtor, 

     Daily I’m constrained to be. 

Let thy goodness, let a fetter, 

     Bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it 

     Prone to leave the God I love 

Here’s my heart, oh take and seal it, 

     Seal it for thy courts above. 

 

 

Oh that day when freed from sinning 

     I shall see thy lovely face. 

Cloth’ed then in blood-washed linen, 

     How I’ll sing thy sovereign grace. 

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry. 

     Take my ransomed soul away 

Send thine angels soon to carry 

     Me to realms of  endless day.  

 

 
Thanks for worshipping with us today!  Please remember to take this service booklet home with you to 

ponder & discuss the Homegrown Faith questions found below.  God bless your week! 

 

 

 

 
Homegrown Faith : our worship concepts meant for your home conversations 
 

 How were today’s Bible readings cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic?  
What specific portions of those readings do you appreciate most?  Why?  

 

 How were today’s songs cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic while 
emphasizing Christ-for-us?  What specific phrase(s) best connect(s) to you? 

 

 How did today’s sermon show you your sin . . . and your Savior?  What from 
today’s sermon can be applied to help strengthen your daily walk with Christ?  
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This Week for Peace Lutheran: 
 

Sunday (2/18): 
10:45a – Hoversten welcome reception 
11:15a – Council meeting 

 
Monday (2/19): Presidents’ Day 
 
Tuesday (2/20):  

10:15a – Boulder Manor Care Devotion (Psalm 100) 
 
Wednesday (2/21): Pastor in Longmont 

9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: Karla) 
3:00p – Lent Devotion at Our Savior’s 
  
 

Thursday (2/22):  
9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: Polly) 

  

Friday (2/23): 
 
Saturday (2/24): 
 
Sunday (2/25):  

8:00a – Worship & Installation of Pastor Tauscher at Our Saviors (musician: Lindsay) 
8:30a – Bible Class (open discussion on what it’ll look like from here on out)  
9:30a – Worship (musician: Lindsay) 
3:00p – Rocky Mt. Lutheran High School Federation meeting 

 
Notes for the Next Weeks: 

In marvelous grace, February winds down in a normal stride for our dear ministry; but, please do 
keep the following opportunities in your calendars, on your hearts, & in your prayers 

 March 4 – Vicar Andrew Nemmers will be our worship leader;  
                 Emily Nemmers (Andrew’s wife) will be our musician for the day 

 March 11 (8:30a) – Sunday School at Peace (Lesson: Jesus teaches Nicodemus: John 3) 

 March 18 (11a) – Voters’ meeting at Peace 

 
Next Sunday’s Service Theme: 

Priority & Praise. 

 
Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (tentative sermon lesson): 

Exodus 20:1-17   †  I Corinthians 1:22-25   †   John 2:13-22  †   Psalm 19 


