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The Second Sunday in Lent 
February 25, 2018 

 

In the name of Jesus, the sinless One who took our place, welcome to Peace 
Lutheran!  Today, our hearts ponder our Savior’s priority – his urgently 
important task of saving sinners & the first-place he deserves in our hearts! 

   
Whether this is your first time with us or Peace is your church 
home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or needs, 
feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  If 
time allows, we’d love to get to know you over coffee & snacks 

after the service; but we understand if that doesn’t fit your schedule.  Above all, 
know we appreciate you being here & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs!   
 
As we worship the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way (I Corinthians 14:33, 40), we’ll 
use the path of worship printed in this booklet.  Today, our hearts appreciate 
and apply the truth of Christ-crucified that assures us “everyone who believes in 
him may have eternal life” (John 3:15), as we consider the worship-theme: 
  

Priority & Praise 

 

Portions of today’s worship service are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship:  

A Lutheran Hymnal & Christian Worship Supplement under OneLicense.net #A-727237. 

 
 

 Opening Song: Blessed Jesus, At Your Word (red hymnal, 221, verses printed as follows)  

Happily, this melodic prayer guides the first part of our worship, & it does so for good reason: near-immediately, 

it draws our hearts to the powerful grace of God’s Word that lifts hearts & opens lips to praise the Triune God. 

 
 

 The Greeting & Invocation 

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless & be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); this gathering rite ponders the blessing of that Name & stands firmly on his Word. 

 

Minister:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All:   Amen!  
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Blessed Jesus, at your Word 

     We are gathered all to hear you. 

Let our hearts and souls be stirred 

     Now to seek and love and fear you. 

By your teachings, sweet and holy, 

     Drawn from earth to love you solely. 

 

Oh, how I love your law! 

 

I meditate on it all day long. 

 

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

 

For they are ever with me. 

 

I have more insight than all my teachers, 

 

For I mediate on your statutes. 

 

How sweet are your words to my taste! 

 

Sweeter than honey to my mouth (Psalm 119:97-99, 103)! 

 
All our knowledge, sense, and sight 

     Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

Till your Spirit breaks our night 

     With the beams of truth unclouded. 

You alone to God can win us; 

     You must work all good within us. 

  

  Our Confession of Sins  

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship service reminds us of 

our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve all fallen short of God’s demands, & focuses us on our need for a Savior. 
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All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work (II Timothy 3:16, 17). 

 

Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it.   

 

For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

Gracious Savior, good and kind,  

     Light from Light, from God proceeding, 

Open now our heart and mind;  

     Help us by your Spirit’s pleading. 

Hear the cry your people raises; 

     Hear and bless our prayers and praises. 
 
 

 Our Lord’s Absolution 

For the sake of his Son, Jesus, the Lord has forgiven all of our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim & assure 

you that you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins & from all of your guilt! 

 

God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).  The Scriptures 

testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all 

your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation.  Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen! 
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 Our Song in the Joy of Forgiveness  

This crisp stanza of our opening hymn (Blessed Jesus, At Your Word [red hymnal, 221]) delights in the joy of 

our Father’s forgiveness & ask our Savior to strengthen us, by his peace, for a life of faith that glorifies him.  
 

 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

     Praise to you and adoration! 

Grant that we your Word may trust, 

     Confident of our salvation, 

While we here below must wander, 

     Till we sing your praises yonder. 
 

 

 Our Prayer in the Joy of His Forgiveness 

Fully forgiven, we approach God’s throne with joy & confidence as we praise him for his goodness to us.  This 

prayer rejoices in the mercy of our Savior, the release of our guilt by his own decree, & the strength to serve him. 

 

Almighty God, look with favor on your servants and stretch out the right hand of 

your power to defend us against all our enemies.  Hear our petitions, dear LORD, as 

we pray them with confidence in Jesus name. 

 

Amen! 

 
After this prayer, the children are invited forward for a devotion geared toward their hearts 

(any “not-kids” are welcome to listen in & pay attention to the lesson, too!). 

          

 A Reading from Exodus 20:1-17 (this translation is the NIV84) 

In love, the LORD redeemed his people from Egypt & sets his expectations for those in a covenant relationship 

with him – his Law as a mirror, curb, & guide.  Failingly, how we’ve sinned!  Graciously, how he’s forgiven us! 

  

  And God spoke all these words:  2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought 

you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

   3 “You shall have no other gods before me.  4 “You shall not make for yourself 

an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the 



6 | P a g e  
 

LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the 

fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 

love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.   

   7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will 

not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

   8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and 

do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On 

it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your 

manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 
11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and 

all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD 

blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

   12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land 

the LORD your God is giving you.  13 “You shall not murder.  4 “You shall not 

commit adultery.  15 “You shall not steal.  16 “You shall not give false testimony 

against your neighbor.  17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
 

 

 Sung Response : God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage (red hymnal, 293) 

God’s Word is radiantly clear – in what it demands of us & in what it declares of us.  This steady hymn gladly 

acknowledges the Word we’re blessed to cherish as God’s Word with the prayer it remains on hearts forever. 

 

 

God’s Word is our great heritage 

     And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

     Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way; 

     In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

     We keep its teachings pure 

Throughout all generations. 
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 A Reading from the Gospel of John 2:13-22 (this translation is the NIV84) 

As the sinless One of God, Jesus not only was perfectly zealous for God’s Word & perfectly kept all of God’s 

Word; he also perfectly endure the punishment we deserve for not doing so & he credits us with his innocence! 

   

   When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others 

sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove 

all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the 

money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, 

“Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!”  

   17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.” 

   18 Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to 

prove your authority to do all this?” 

   19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in 

three days.” 

   20 The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you 

are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his 

body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. 

Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

 
 

 Statement of Faith : The Apostles’ Creed 

This creed is an irenic statement of the Christian faith, meaning it was written as a peaceful summary to all that 

the Bible says about God & all that the Apostles taught concerning the three-in-one God (the “Trinity”). 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 

rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church; the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

  Sung Response: Lift High the Cross (red hymnal, 579) 

This so-confident anthem celebrates the magnificent truth of our Savior we are so blessed to know & proclaim: by 

the foolish means of his cross, the Son of God vicariously endured all sin & victoriously defeated all death!  

  

 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 

     Till all the world adore his saving name. 

 

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

     Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 

 

 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 

     Till all the world adore his saving name. 

 

 

Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

     The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. 

 

 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 

     Till all the world adore his saving name. 
 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

     Praise to the Crucified for victory. 
 

 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 

     Till all the world adore his saving name. 
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  A Sermon Lesson from I Corinthians 1:22-25 

Christ-crucified.  That message is the heart & core of the Good News & that’s the message that is still the 

content we’re called to proclaim & it’s the Word in which our hearts are content to listen & to live to his glory! 

  

   Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach 

Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to 

those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s 

wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength. 

 

OUR CONTENT IS CHRIST-CRUCIFIED! 

 

 

PONDERANCES OF GOD’S PEOPLE ON THIS  PORTION OF GOD’S WORD 
 What single truth does this lesson portray?  

 What sins does this lesson lead me to confess? 

 What joys does this lesson lead me to rejoice? 

 What petitions does this lesson lead me to pray? 

 What activities does this lesson lead me to do? 

 

 

 

The Offering  

Concerning the offering, the Lord says, “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support Peace with an offering 

– tangibly here or electronically at peacelutheranboulder.org – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether 

the gospel moves your heart to offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it!   
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  Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs & thanksgivings we’ve considered so far today, approaches Heaven’s Throne 

on behalf of those connected to our church & family, & concludes with the prayer our Savior himself taught us. 

Lord Jesus, you bless your people by calling us to be your witnesses in the world.  

Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us.  In the hurting 

eyes of  the lonely, in the pained eyes of  the sick, and in the searching eyes of  the 

lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you. 

 

Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of  love. 

 

A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & our own, private prayers 
 

Savior of  all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

  The Blessing & Benediction 

Where the Lord’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of  his goodness, his gifts, & his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, & to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

Sisters and brothers, go in peace; live in harmony with one another; serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

Amen! 
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  Sung Response : To God Be the Glory (red hymnal, 399) 

This happy hymn ponders the goodness & grace of our God which gave us his Word, has declared us forgiven, 

has brought us to & kept us in faith, & is bringing us to himself in heaven!  For all this: to him the glory!   

 

 

To God be the glory; great things he has done! 

     He so loved the world that he gave us his Son, 

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin 

     And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 

 

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!   

     Let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!   

     Let the people rejoice! 

Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son 

     And give him the glory – great things he has done! 
 

 

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

     To ev’ry believer the promise of God; 

The vilest offender who truly believes 

     That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 
 

 

Refrain (Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord! . . . )   

      
 

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 

     And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 

But purer and higher and greater will be 

     Our joy and our wonder when Jesus we see. 
 

 

Refrain (Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord! . . . )   
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This Week for Peace Lutheran: 
Sunday (2/25): 

3:00p – Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School Delegate meeting 
 

Monday (2/26): 
Area pastors’ meeting in Loveland 

 
Tuesday (2/27):  

10:15a – Manor Care Devotion (Psalm 101) 
 
Wednesday (2/28):  

9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: Pastor) 
3:00p – Lent worship at Our Savior’s  
 

Thursday (3/1):  
9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: Polly) 

 
Friday (3/2): 
 
Saturday (3/3): 
 
Sunday (3/4): Please remember to invite & encourage others!  

8:00a – Worship at Our Savior’s  
8:30a – Bible Class 
9:30a – Worship w/ Communion (worship leader: Vicar Andrew Nemmers; musician: Emilee Nemmers) 

 
 

Notes for the Next Weeks: 
As March roars in, we’re blessed to be fully aware of our Savior’s saving grace; and, in his 

goodness, that grace is not disconnected from the opportunities connected to our work.  Like . . . 

 March 11 – Sunday School (Lesson: John 3:14-21) 

 March 18 – Voters’ meeting at Peace 

 March 25 – Palm Sunday celebration at Peace 

 March 29 – Maundy Thursday worship at Peace 

 March 30 – Good Friday worship at Peace 

 March 31 – Easter egg hunt at the Elks’ Park (volunteers needed!/appreciated)! 

  
Next Sunday’s Service Theme: 

Relationship Reestablished! 

  
Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (tentative sermon lesson): 
Genesis 28:10-17   †  Romans 5:1-11   †   Mark 8:31-38   †   Psalm 73 


