
Luke 9:28-36 

   About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a 

mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became 

as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, 

talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at 

Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they 

saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to 

him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you, one for  

Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) 

   34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they 

entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; 

listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this 

to themselves and told no one at that time what they had seen. 

Text: Luke 9:28-36 (Transfiguration, Series C, March 3, 2019) 

Theme: Witness the Fuller Glory! 

 

Virtue (basic truth): The Son’s glory isn’t limited to a mere moment or mountaintop. 

 

Malady (our problem): Sinners quickly pass by all the glory on display in Jesus’ transfiguration 

 

Telic Note (goal): By means of this sermon, the Spirit of Grace slows our hearts to awe over all 

of the ways that Jesus’ glory is on display here . . . and in eternity for us to see! 

 

Propositional Statement (aim): It’s not evil to boil it down to a Sunday School lesson; but the 

truth of Jesus’ transfiguration is no diluted glory.  Instead, in bright grace, Jesus’ is 

vibrantly attested to as God’s Son, our Savior.  Today we get to witness fuller glory! 

 

Specific Law in Text: implied in our desire to fixate on Jesus’ mountaintop glory. 

 

Specific Gospel in Text: “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him” (Luke 9:35). 

 

Doctrinal Thought: Without a doubt, Jesus is God’s Son sent to save us! 

 

Sanctification Thought: “Lord of Glory, you have bought us with your lifeblood as the price!  

Friend, thank you!  Today, again, delight my heart in the radiance of your glory and in 

the resplendence of your grace.  By your Spirit, fix my attention on you that I might awe 

in who you are, rejoice in what you have done and won, and crave the day I witness your 

eternal glory – just as you’ve promised!  In your name I petition and pray.  Amen!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“That (concerning the Lord’s Anointed) you may know the certainty of the things you have been 

taught” (Luke 1:4).  Happily, that epiphanies his glory and grace for you.  Alleluia and Amen! 

 

Maybe we’re quick to miss it.  Positively not on purpose.  But maybe we’re too quick to boil it 

down to the so-beautifully simple truth of a Sunday school lesson.  Not saying that’s wrong, evil 

or immoral.  Certainly not.  In fact, it’s nice, loving, and child-like-faith refreshing to do so. 

 

But, today, let’s do the account one better than a Sunday school 

summary.  Since a few thousand pixels are worth a few thousand 

words, maybe an image helps us; so, here’s a summary (picture).  

Wonderfully portrays it.  Vividly depicts it.  We see it.  We get it.  

Might even re-visualize it on a Tuesday.  Great.  Peter, James, 

John, Jesus, Moses, Elijah, mountaintop, cloud.  Jesus the lowly 

epiphanied as Lord most holy.  Awesome!  Biblically accurate!  

 

Strangely, though, our shallow and sinful hearts see it and are already ready to move on.  Peter 

wanted to stay on that mountain; but we’ve got brunches to eat, naps to take, meetings to attend, 

things to do and places to be.  We get it: Jesus is God’s Son – let’s go!  Strangely – foolishly! – 

as soon as our hearts climb the hill, we’re ready to leave.  That’s like driving past the Grand 

Canyon – Clark Griswald! – without stopping to step below the rim.  Quick glimpse, brief glance 

– it is great, grand, and glorious! – but we miss so much.  So, today, let’s not just slow down; 

let’s stop – just for a few minutes on that mountaintop – to witness his fuller glory. 

 

We’ll turn the facets of the Luke 9 Narrative in a minute or two.  It’s printed in our worship 

booklet, pixeled on the front cover, projected on the screen – do look where you’d like.  Before 

we step back into it, though, remember Epiphany celebrates God’s glory and God’s grace, it 

displays Jesus as the Lord’s Anointed, the God of Glory and Grace.  And, primarily, that’s made 

known through his activity.  So, in its own special way, every little thing that Jesus does calls 

heart’s attention to the God and Savior he truly is.  Let’s see it.   

 

Look at the lesson; pay attention to the verbs.  You tell me, what’s Jesus’ first activity?  Yes!  He 

“took Peter, John, and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray” (Luke 9:28).  

 

Such stunning grace!  Jesus does not take those the triad “to see him be transfigured;” he tugs 

them up the mountain to pray, to worship – something they’d done hundreds of times before!  In 

amazing compassion, he brings three friends to communicate with his Father who art in heaven.  

In amazing compassion, he brings sinners to participate in something so wonderfully special. 

 

Why?!  It seems so rote and regular; so routine by this point.  But consider the timing and then 

marvel at Jesus’ compassion.  The crowds thought Jesus was maybe John the Baptist, possibly 
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Elijah, or maybe even a prophet come back from the dead – maybe Moses (Luke 9:19).  But, the 

Spirit’s work on their hearts led Peter to confess Jesus is “the Christ of God” (Luke 9:20).   

Immediately after that, Jesus proclaims his Passion – he will suffer, die  and rise (Luke 9:22).  

There will be a cross for Jesus –it’s unavoidable; there’ll be a cross for his disciples (Luke 9:27). 

 

And the easiest thing to do when crosses come, is set aside worship life, and forget how elegant 

conversation with our Father who art in heaven truly is.  Jesus knows that; knows the temptation 

to forget how precious that time is.  But even with the cross in the conversation, Jesus let’s us 

witness his fuller glory that is perfect in his worship life where we haven’t been, that reminds 

what a privilege we have in him, by him, because of him.  Alone time with the Friend of sinners 

and Savior of all!  Even if he’s never transfigured, how special!  Jesus brings sinners to see it! 

 

And, he knows we need that.  He knows the crosses we carry for his sake are heavy.  He knows 

the other crosses we carry are, too.  He knows the strain and stress they bring; how easy it is to 

set aside what matters and what refreshes: time with him, opportunity to witness his fuller glory! 

 

First task: take Peter, James, and John to pray.  But that wasn’t his only activity that evening. 

 

“As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a 

flash of lightning” (Luke 9:29).   

 

They’d seen glimpses of his glory before.  But especially before cross and crypt, that’s the Jesus 

disciples needed to see.  Just for a minute, veil removed, glory gleaming, that which I AM is 

from eternity vivid.  The “supernatural brightness enveloped Jesus; a glimpse of heaven was 

granted the spectators” (Arndt, 263).  What a privilege, sinners “witness the Lord’s greatest 

glory on earth as well as his deepest degradation in the Garden of Gethsemane” (Fahling, 249).  

 

Ever notice that?  Jesus brings the sinners up the mountain.  He doesn’t transfigure himself.  His 

heart brings sinners to worship; the Father’s heart lets them see the Son as he truly is! 

 

Why?  Why would the Father do that? 

 

Because sinners need to see that, too.  We need the vivid reminder that Jesus isn’t some religious 

nut who claims things for himself, gives special names to himself, creates mirages for spiritually 

dense followers.  Couldn’t be any more clear from the cloud: God in his grace, fully approves of, 

fully endorses, fully agrees with the Son and with everything the Son came to be and do in terms 

of our salvation.  Heaven spoke.  Sinners trembled.  But the news was so good! 

 

And it still is.   

 



It’s enough that Jesus speaks.  It’s more that he’s transfigured.  It’s even more that the cloud 

envelopes.  It’s even more that heaven speaks.  And it’s even more that the Father assures!  

 

This Jesus really is God’s Son, our Savior!  Recognize what that does!  That’s the assurance we 

have against anxiety.  That’s the confidence we have against worry.  That’s the Focus we get 

against distractions, the refreshment against frustrations, the sigh of joy between tears, the 

echoed reminder that the Christ-follower life really is worth it; that there is no one or no thing 

better to follow.  In full and glorious display, the Father makes it clear: this Jesus, he is the One, 

he is God’s Son; this Jesus, he is the One chosen to win, to redeem, and to forgive.  And he has! 

 

And there’s even more proof of that in our lesson.  Some thought Jesus was Elijah, or a Moses-

esque prophet.  He was neither; but he appeared with both.  Make sure to see that activity here, 

too.  They’re there and they’re “talking with Jesus . . . about his departure (about the final 

outcome)” (Luke 9:31).  Two Old Testament pastors and the Messiah promised.  Moses – and 

the Prophet greater than him.  Elijah, name means “My God is the LORD” – and his LORD! 

 

Glorious!  Why?!  Because there on that mountaintop is the whole focal point of their life and 

work and worship.  Ours, too!  There on that mountaintop is their hope and their salvation 

history.  Ours, too!  There is the One worthy of honor, and power, and praise.  And there is the 

One fully aware of why he came and of what he needs to do! 

 

And we get to see that too.  Just a glimpse with the sleepy disciples.  He let’s us witness his 

fuller glory as the One around whom all salvation centers – the Lamb at the center of the Throne. 

 

Powerful as all that is, there’s one more gracious activity in this Account.  In fact, it might be the 

most complex and glorious activity of all.  He leaves.  Jesus doesn’t take Peter’s advice and stay 

on the mountaintop, to bring his glory here in a life of ease and luxury.  He leaves.  He walks 

down this mountain to head toward another one.  Calvary.  He leaves.  To die for us.  To redeem 

us.  To win us!  To secure his fullest glory as Lord supreme and Savior eternal. 

 

And, in gracious love, he let’s us follow.  Knowing who he is: God’s Son.  Know what he came 

to do: reconcile the world to himself.  Knowing what he wants us to do: listen.  Knowing where 

he’s taking us:  heaven.  Where we, too, will witness his fullest glory!  Just as promised. 

 

God keep us smiling at his grace and in awe of his glory until that eternity comes! 

 

Alleluia and Amen!  


