
Text: Mark 1:29-39 (Epiphany 3 [5], Series B, February 4, 2018) 

Theme: The Savior We Want Need 

 

Virtue (basic truth): Jesus came to announce the good news of life and forgiveness in him. 

 

Malady (our problem): Sinners challenge Jesus to be the Savior we want, not the one we need. 

 

Telic Note (goal): By means of this sermon, the Spirit of Grace opens our eyes to see the Savior 

who came to proclaim freedom to us, and to see him as the Savior we need . . . and have! 

 

Propositional Statement (aim): Consumerism can be a dangerous thing; especially as we get 

caught up in the next version and crave the next edition.  Spiritually, we make so many 

demands of Jesus to be a “better Savior.”  Today, though, we rejoice in and give thanks 

for the Savior he came to be. 

 

Specific Law in Text: Implied in our assumptions of what he should do for us. 

 

Specific Gospel in Text: “so I can preach there also.  That is why I have come” (Mark 1:38). 

 

Doctrinal Thought: Jesus’ miracles are meant to point us to his authoritative power to save. 

 

Sanctification Thought: “Savior of All, in love undeserved you came preaching, teaching, and 

forgiving; in grace, you came to be the Savior we need.  Friend of sinners, send your 

Spirit on us that we might continue to rejoice in what you have done, cherish the Word 

you proclaim, celebrate what you have declared, and give thanks that, not only are you 

the Savior we need, you’re also the Savior we have.  In your name we pray, Amen!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 1:29-39 
   As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the  

home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they 

immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever 

left her and she began to wait on them. 

   32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The 

whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove 

out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was. 

   35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a 

solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they 

found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!” 

   38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can preach there also. 

That is why I have come.” 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and 

driving out demons. 



Mark’s Gospel emphasizes Jesus as the mighty Son of God; eagerly and obviously connected to 

him, are still the powerful grace and mighty mercy that are ours fully and freely.  Amen! 

 

In more than one way, we’re very comfortable consumers.  I’m not saying that’s wretched and 

abominable and we should be ashamed.  I’m not trying to downplay the blessings of choices, to 

despise the advancements of options, or to dismiss the spectrum of selections before us in almost 

every facet of life.  Choice are good; options are great; selections are worthy; variety is a spice. 

 

But here’s the perceived problem: as fixated consumers with a host of options, it’s relatively easy 

to confuse what we need with what we want.  We need our vehicle to go from A to B; we want it 

to do so with a moon-roof, heated steering-wheel, 4WD, and cruise control.  We need our cell 

phones to make a phone call; we want them to have the techy capability of landing aircraft.  We 

need our computers to digitally display and download; we want them to do so faster every day. 

 

Again, hear me rightly: in some life-categories, that’s not wrong; those freedoms are fantastic!     

 

But ever confuse what we need of the Savior with what we want of the Savior?  Almost a 

spiritual consumerism that re-invents a Savior 2.0 to be bigger, better, and more beneficial now 

than he was when we walked the backroads of Galilee.  Ever recreate the Savior, reimagine him, 

redefine him to fit your daily needs better – one who exists to take care of our bills and remove 

our pills, who would grant us our three wishes and exist to do our will? 

 

I do.  If I’m honest and my heart is transparent, there’s a host of activities and a slew of qualities 

my discontented sinful nature wants him to be and do – things he hasn’t promised, but I think he 

should.  And in a strange and sinful way, I inject a consumer mentality into faith life that’s 

ultimately dissatisfied with, disgruntled against, and demanding of the God who became man for 

us.  Caught up with my consumer mentality, I confuse the Savior I want with the Savior I need. 

 

If that’s ever your struggle – like it’s mine – I’m glad you’re here; and I pray the Spirit works on 

our hearts together as we revisit the Gospel reading from Mark 1(:29-39).  As we do, graciously, 

masterfully, wondrously, the Savior self-defines why he’s here and what he came to do.  Spirit 

himself create in each of our hearts faith to see, to know, to give thanks for the Savior we need! 

 

Since we read the lesson and, hopefully, it’s still relatively fresh on our hearts and minds, I’ll just 

ask you to give me the “big point” of each section.  Don’t stress out about it, though; I’ll preface 

each point with specific verses and directed question.  Make sense?  Here we go. 

 

Glance again at the first three verses (Mark 1:29-31).  Powerful section.  Vivid visual.  You tell 

me, what miracle did Jesus perform?  Yeah!  He healed his friend’s mother-in-law and did so 

wordlessly and without recovery time or need for rehab.  I know I overused the word two weeks 



ago, but it really is phenomenal!  She’s sick and in bed, he goes in, takes her hand, helps her up – 

says nothing! – and the fever is divorced from her.  The formerly sick immediately serves.  

Stunning!  Amazing!  And, without a doubt in my heart, that’s the Savior I want! 

 

And, sadly, that’s also the activity I’m arrogantly unafraid to demand of him.  “Jesus, if you 

really are the Savior, be a miracle-worker in my life.  Make the pain go away.  You do for my 

loved-one what you did for Simon’s.  If you really are the Savior, heal like it here – fully, freely, 

immediately!  If you really do love me, make my life here so much better than it currently is!”   

 

Catch my tone?   Void of a heart that prayerfully petitions “deliver us from evil” (Mt. 6:13) or 

confidently confesses “my times are in your hands” (Ps. 31:15).  Instead, it’s spiritual consumer 

mentality.  Obviously, the Savior I want is the one at work for my physical health and physical 

needs . . . and makes that easy to see!  Of course I want to see the Savior’s hand in my life now! 

 

But in the grand scheme, is that all what we want God to do?  Do we really want a Savior who 

only exists to heal our flu; divorce our fever; cast out sickness; be the Great Physician of body 

only?   Is that really the Savior we want?  One who exists to make our few days here just a little 

less creaky?  I’ll let you think on that; but I’d suggest, maybe there’s a greater need. 

 

Second aspect intrigues, too.  Look at the next section (Mark 1:32-37).  You tell me: who 

gathered at the door to see him (Mark 1:33) and who eagerly sought him in the early morning 

(Mark 1:37)?  Answer: the whole town (Mark 1:33) and everyone (Mark 1:37).  So many people 

craving to see Jesus and crowding to do so – late evening and early morning.   

 

In a weird way, “celebrity Jesus” never bothers me.  In fact, I love it when throngs flock and 

crowds follow; love it when hosts acclaim and multitudes adore – it’s easy to be with those 

crowds!  And, of course, I’ll praise his popularity as when he heals “many who have various 

diseases” (Mark 1:33) and silences demons (Mark 1:34).  I love celebrity Jesus . . . especially 

when everybody is looking for him (Mark 1:37) . . . because then I know I’m not alone; so much 

easier to associate with a crowd … and Jesus draws a crowd! 

 

Same question: is that really the Savior we need?  One who came from heaven to be a crowd-

leader and crowd-pleaser?  One whose entire objective is to be a consumer content-er?  A Savior 

who only heals for the here and who only offers a temporary fix?  Honestly: sometimes!  But is a 

Savior we can’t get close to really the One our weary and sin-sick souls need?   

 

Thank God Jesus didn’t come to be the celebrity on the red carpet we only see from afar!  

 

Ready to see the Savior we need?   Wonderfully gracious way, his mission is clear here, too.  

Look again at verse 38; what did Jesus – the Son of God, the Glory of Israel, and the Light to 



Gentiles – come to do?  “Jesus replied, ‘Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I 

can preach there also.  That is why I have come” (Mark 1:38).  

 

He came to preach!  He came to announce the good news about himself!  He came to proclaim 

the Gospel!  He came to inform our hearts that he has healed our lost condition and has taken 

away our sin.  He came to drive out doubt and gloom from our hearts so that we might possibly 

dare to know his grace.  He came to call us to himself and to call us his very own.  He came so 

that we might enjoy every blessing of him, from him, by him, with him – the blessing of life with 

him, gift of forgiveness in him, present of peace before him, promise of eternity at his side!   

 

That’s why he came!  Not primarily to heal.  To save!  Not primarily to drive out demons.  To 

redeem!  Not primarily to be a crowd-pleaser.  To lay down his life for all for . . . you!  That’s 

why he came!  Not to be the Savior we think we want; but the Savior he knows we need!  The 

Savior who would take our place and carry our sin, who would win us to himself with a promise! 

 

Marvelously the Spirit still teaches us to see our Jesus that way; marvelously only Jesus is the 

Savior who saves and the Savior we need.  But lovingly, as the Spirit fixes that truth on our 

hearts, he also opens our eyes to see what else Jesus did.   

 

He didn’t come primarily to heal . . . but he did.  And as the Great Physician of both body and 

soul, our lives and our eternities are still in his tender care and capable hands as he works all 

things for our eternal good (Romans 8:28).  So maybe he doesn’t heal today, maybe he doesn’t 

relieve the flu without rehab.  Maybe he uses it to draw us closer.  Maybe he uses it to strengthen 

us in his grace.  Doesn’t mean he doesn’t love us or has forgotten about us.  Maybe he uses it to 

remind us of the heavenly home he’s prepared and the grace that he is still the Savior we need. 

 

He didn’t come primarily to call crowds . . . but crowds followed, didn’t they?  And the day is 

coming when the crowds will see him – even those who pierced him (Rev. 1:7); and before him 

every knee will bow and every tongue confess that he the Savior we need (Phil. 2:9-11).  How 

stellar that we get to already acclaim him here . . . together . . . with one another! 

 

So many places in life where choice are good, options are great, selections are worthy, and 

variety is a spice.  But thank God in heaven, he didn’t give us the Savior we think we want.  

Instead, in love undeserved, he gave us and he still is in every way the Savior we need.  God 

keep us all in his grace until we see him for ourselves. 

 

Alleluia and Amen!  


