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The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 13, 2017 

 

In the name of Jesus, the only Savior of sinners, welcome to Peace Lutheran!  
Today, we stand in awe at the magnificent mercy of the God who gave his life to 
save ours as we contemplate grace which loves even the chiefs of sinners. 

   
Whether this is your first time with us or Peace is your church 
home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or needs, 
feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  If 
time allows, we’d love to get to know you over coffee & snacks 

after the service; but we understand if that doesn’t fit your schedule.  Above all, 
know we appreciate you being here & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs!   
 
As we worship the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way, we’ll use the path of 
worship printed in this booklet.  Today, we worship the Son of God who “came 
to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:10), as we consider the worship-theme: 
   

 

For Even the Worst 

 
  

Portions of today’s worship service are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship:  

A Lutheran Hymnal & Christian Worship Supplement under OneLicense.net #A-727237. 
 

 

  Sung Responses: Chief of Sinners Though I Be (red hymnal, 385)  

The powerful verses of today’s initial hymn are placed on our hearts & in our worship to call to acknowledge our 

own sins, to sing in wonder of the Savior who came for us, & to celebrate the reality of his love for us.  

 

 

  The Greeting & Invocation  

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless & be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); for that reason our worship calls on the name & magnifies the praise of the One, True God. 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 All:  Amen! 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with each of you. 

 

 

Chief of sinners though I be, 

     Jesus shed his blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

     Lives that I might never die, 

As the branch is to the vine,  

     I am his and he is mine! 

 

 

  Our Confession of Sins from Psalm 32 (THIS TRANSLATION IS THE NIV11)  

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship service reminds us of 

our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve all fallen short of God’s demands, & focuses us on our need for a Savior. 

 

Blessed [happy] is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  

Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count against them and in whose 

spirit is no deceit (Psalm 32:1, 2). 

 

 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

     Higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, 

     Lasting as eternity, 

Love that found me – wondrous thought! 

     Found me when I sought him not. 

 

 

When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  4 For 

day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of 

summer (Psalm 32:3, 4). 

 
hymn response found on page 4 
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Only Jesus can impart 

     Comfort to a wounded heart: 

Peace that flows from sins forgiv’n, 

     Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God 

     In the way that Enoch trod. 

 

 

“Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, “I 

will confess my transgressions to the LORD” (Psalm 32:5a) 

 

Moment of silence to recognize & ask forgiveness for our own, personal sins 

 

  Our Lord’s Absolution 

For the sake of his Son, Jesus, the Lord has forgiven all of our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim & assure 

you that you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins & from all of your guilt! 

 

And you forgave the guilt of my sin (Psalm 32:5b).  Friends, God, our heavenly Father, 

has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God 

give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

 

Chief of sinners though I be, 

     Christ is all in all to me. 

All my wants to him are known; 

     All my sorrows are his own. 

Safe with him in earthly strife, 

     I await the heav’nly life. 

 

 

  Our Prayer & Our Song in the Joy of Forgiveness  

This confident petition gladly takes to heart what our heavenly Father has declared us in his sight – innocent & 

forgiven!  From there, it gladly ascribes all worth, worship & praise to God alone for his great glory. 
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Lord God, you have had mercy on us!  You have forgiven our open sins and our 

secret sins, the sins we know and the sins we do not know, the sins we did to please 

ourselves and the sins we did to please others.  In your astounding love and 

amazing grace, you have forgiven them all for Jesus’ sake!  Thank you, dear Father! 

 

 

Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, 

     By your Spirit and your word. 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

     Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

     While I live and when I die. 

 

 

The LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in him.  Rejoice in the 

LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart (Psalm 32:10, 11)!   

 

Alleluia and Amen! 

 

 

  A Reading from I Timothy 1:12-17 (this translation is the NIV84) 

Paul understands the terrifying reality of his sin strangely well – he cursed God, hurt people, & was a violent 

man . . . & yet, for the sake of Jesus, he was forgiven.  Friends, in the reality of grace, we’re the very same! 

   

   I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered 

me faithful, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer 

and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in 

ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me 

abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

   15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the worst. 16 But for 

that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ 

Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would 

believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal,  
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invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

This is God’s Word. 

 

 

  Sung Response:  Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound (red hymnal, 379) 

The gospel promise is trustworthy & true: Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners (I Tim. 1:15)!  Even 

as we ponder our own sin in which we were lost, we’re bold to sing of the Amazing Grace by which we’re free! 

     

 

Amazing grace – how sweet the sound –  

     That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

     Was blind but now I see. 

 

 

The Lord has promised good to me; 

     His Word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be 

     As long as life endures. 

 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

     I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

     And grace will lead me home. 

 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

     Bright shining like the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

     Than when we’d first begun. 
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  A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 19:1-10 (this translation is the NIV84) 

Zacchaeus wasn’t socially popular; in fact, in Jewish society he would have been considered a miserable sinner (which 

he was!).  And yet, in amazing grace, the Savior who came to seek & save the lost welcomes Zacchaeus to himself. 

 

   Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name 

of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see 

who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4 So 

he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 

coming that way. 

   5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 

come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came 

down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

   7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of 

a sinner.” 

   8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I 

give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 

anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

   9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, 

too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 

lost.” 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 

 
After the Gospel lesson, the kids are invited forward for a children’s message 

 

 

  Sung Response:  Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man (red hymnal, 432) 

This gentle melody, likely one we’ve known since youth, inscribes a gracious confidence on our hearts: as a sheep 

in the care of the Shepherd who overcame the world, we have nothing to fear, we lack nothing, & we are his! 

 

Zacchaeus was a wee little man, 

     And a wee little man was he. 

He climbed up in a sycamore tree 

     For the Lord he wanted to see;         song-verse continues on page 8 
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And as the Savior passed that way, 

     He looked up in the tree, 

And he said: Zacchaeus you come down 

     For I’m going to your house today. 

For I’m going to your house today. 

 

 

Zacchaeus was a wee little man, 

     But a happy man was he. 

For he had seen the Lord that day 

     And happy man was he. 

And a very happy man was he. 

 

 

  A Sermon Lesson from Luke 19:1-10 

In his heart of hearts Zacchaeus was no better, no worse, no different than any of us; beginning of the day & end 

of the day, he was lost & needed to be found.  Thankfully, in amazing grace, Jesus found & saved him & us!  

 

For the Foundational Text of today’s sermon lesson, please refer to the Gospel reading from Luke 19 

 

SAVIOR-SOUGHT.  SAVIOR-SAVED.  SAVIOR-SERVING.   

 

 

PONDERANCES OF GOD’S PEOPLE ON THIS  PORTION OF GOD’S WORD 
 What single truth does this lesson portray? 

 What sins does this lesson lead me to confess? 

 What joys does this lesson lead me to rejoice? 

 What petitions does this lesson lead me to pray? 

 What activities does this lesson lead me to do? 
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       As you listen to the sermon, feel free to color the account of Zacchaeus . . . 
 

 
During today’s sermon, try hard to listen for each of these special words  & 

concepts, and keep track of how often pastor says each of them: 

  Jesus / Savior : 

  Zacchaeus : 

  Sin / Wrong : 

  Grace / Forgiveness : 

  Lost / Found : 

  Friend : 

  Thanks / Serving : 
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  Sermon Response : In Christ Alone (blue hymnal 752) 

This always-confident & happy hymn brings us back to the blessing of God’s grace in Christ which we are so 

blessed to know.  Though we have sinned, though we do sin, we are not forlorn, instead we hope in Christ alone!  

 

 

In Christ alone my hope is found. 

     He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This cornerstone, this solid-ground, 

     Firm though the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of  love, what depths of  peace, 

     When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my all in all, 

     Here in the love of  Christ I stand. 

 

 

In Christ alone – who took on flesh, 

     Fullness of  God in helpless babe. 

This gift of  love and righteousness, 

     Scorned by the ones he came to save. 

Till on that cross, as Jesus died, 

     The wrath of  God was satisfied; 

For ev’ry sin on him was laid. 

     Here in the death of  Christ I live. 

 

 

There in the ground his body lay, 

     Light of  the world by darkness slain; 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

     Up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, 

     Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 

For I am his and he is mine –  

     Bought with the precious blood of  Christ. 
 

hymn continues on page 11 
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No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

     This is the pow’r of  Christ in me; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 

     Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of  hell, no scheme of  man 

     Can ever pluck me from his hand; 

Till he returns or calls me home, 

     Here in the pow’r of  Christ I’ll stand!  

 

 

  The Offering  

Concerning the offering, the Lord says, “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support Peace with an offering 

– tangibly here or electronically at peacelutheranboulder.org – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether 

the gospel moves your heart to offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it!   

  

 

  Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs & thanksgivings we’ve considered so far today, approaches Heaven’s Throne 

on behalf of those connected to our church & family, & concludes with the prayer our Savior himself taught us. 

 

Gracious Lord, our God, we called to you for help, and you answered us.  Thank 

you for the love you have shown us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 

Through him you have rescued us from the guilt of  our sin and given us the 

peace of  your forgiveness. 

 

Help us, Lord, to fight against temptations, correct whatever wrongs we can, and 

serve you and those around us with love and good works. 

 

Hear us, Father, as we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

 

A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & our own, private prayers 
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Gracious Father, with glad hearts, pure in your sight because of  your Son, we pray 

the prayer He taught us and in which you are still so graciously active. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

 

  The Blessing & Benediction 

Where the Lord’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of  his goodness, his gifts, & his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, & to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

Christians, your sins are forgiven; your guilt has been removed.  Go in peace.  The 

Lord is with you! 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  Final Song : The First Song of Isaiah (multicolored hymnal, 169) 

The concluding notes of  today’s worship sing the confident reminder that, no matter how things may appear in 

this life, we have the resounding promise of  our Savior that he, in sovereign control of  all things, is with us! 

 

 

Surely, it is God who saves me; 

     I will trust in him and not be afraid –  

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, 

     And he will be my Savior. 
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Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing 

     From the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, 

     “Give thanks to the Lord!” 

And call upon his name. 

 

 

Surely, it is God who saves me; 

     I will trust in him and not be afraid –  

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, 

     And he will be my Savior. 

 

 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; 

     See that they remember that his name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, 

     And this is known in all the world. 

 

 

Surely, it is God who saves me; 

     I will trust in him and not be afraid –  

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, 

     And he will be my Savior. 
 

 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, 

     Ring out your joy, 

For the great one in the midst of you 

     Is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

 

Surely, it is God who saves me; 

     I will trust in him and not be afraid –  

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, 

     And he will be my Savior.    ( repeat refrain a ssecond time ) 
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This Week for Peace Lutheran: 
   

Sunday (8/13): 
10:45a – Coffee & snacks on the patio 

 
Tuesday (8/15): 

10:00a – Boulder Manor Care Devotion (Psalms 86) 
5:30p (til 8p) – Coors & Conversations 
                         at Growlers’ in Lousiville 

 
Wednesday (8/16): Pastor in Longmont 

10:00a – Questions Bible Class at Our Savior’s  
               (topic: Christians- too Judgmental?!) 

 
Sunday (8/13): Please remember to invite others! 

8:30a – Questions Bible Class (Christians – too Judgmental!)  
9:30a – Worship w/ Communion (musician: Jeff Falck) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes for the Next Weeks 
 

As August winds down in a quiet stride (at least, in connection to our ministry here), 
 let’s please take opportunity to give thanks for the rest we have in prayer & to use the 

opportunities as they exist to actively encourage/pray for/serve on another.   
 

Additionally, even though September 30 is a ways off, let’s please, please, please make  
sure that date in our calendars is occupied by our Fall Festival this year (as always, tons of help 

needed; and thanks to those who have already stepped up to serve.  Sure do appreciate ya!). 
 
 

 
Next Sunday’s Service Theme: 

“The Free & Clear Plan” 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (tentative sermon lesson): 
Micah 7:18-20   †   Ephesians 2:1-10   †   John 14:1-6  †   Psalm 51 


