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The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 15, 2017 

  

In the name of Jesus, the Savior true, welcome to Peace Lutheran!  Today our 
hearts are refreshed by the Old Testament promises of the Messiah who would 
could to save us, forgive us, be a light to our darkness, & give us his peace! 

   
Whether this is your first time with us or Peace is your church 
home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or needs, 
feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  If 
time allows, we’d love to get to know you over coffee & snacks 

after the service; but we understand if that doesn’t fit your schedule.  Above all, 
know we appreciate you being here & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs!   
 
To worship the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way (I Cor. 14:33, 40), we’ll use the 
path of worship printed in this booklet.  Today, we worship Jesus, before whom, 
“every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10, 11), as we consider the worship-theme: 
  

Old Testament Gospel 

 

Portions of today’s worship service are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship:  

A Lutheran Hymnal (pg. 15 in the front part of the white-page hymnal) under OneLicense.net #A-727237. 

 

Opening Song: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (red hymnal, 377, vv. 1 & 2)  

The hymn we sing today marvelously connects the God of Old Testament grace with the perfect promise of the 

Savior as it relays & sings with gladness over God’s plan of salvation for us . . .God’s plan of saving us! 

 

 

Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 

     With exultation springing, 

And, with united heart and voice 

     And holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God has done, 

     How his right arm the vict’ry won. 

How dearly it has cost him! 
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Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; 

     Death brooded darkly o’er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; 

     In sin my mother bore me. 

Yet deep and deeper still I fell; 

     Life had become a living hell, 

So firmly sin possessed me. 
 

 

  The Greeting & Invocation  

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless & be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); for that reason our worship calls on the name & magnifies the praise of the One, True God. 

 

Minister:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All:  Amen! 
 

 

  Our Confession of Sins  

God’s grace allows us to directly approach him for forgiveness.  This portion of our worship service reminds us of 
our sinful condition, realizes that we’ve all fallen short of God’s demands, & focuses us on our need for a Savior. 

 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ I pray: Lord, have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

Lord, have mercy on us.   

     Christ have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
  

Moment of silence to recognize & ask forgiveness for our own, personal sins 
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  Our Lord’s Absolution 

For the sake of his Son, Jesus, the Lord has forgiven all of our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim & assure 
you that you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins & from all of your guilt! 

 
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Amen! 
 
 

  Our Prayer in the Joy of Forgiveness  

Today’s song of praise continues our hymn of celebration as we rejoice in how & why we’ve been declared innocent 
in God’s eyes – not by anything we could do or merit or attain; but only by the gift of his dearest treasure! 

 
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
 

My own good works availed me naught, 

     No merit they attaining; 

My will against God’s judgment fought, 

     No hope for me remaining. 

My fears increased till sheer despair 

     Left naught but death to be my share 

And hell to be my sentence. 

 

 

But God beheld my wretched state 

     Before the world’s foundation, 

And, mindful of his mercies great, 

     He planned my soul’s salvation. 

A Father’s heart he turned to me, 

     Sought my redemption fervently; 

He gave his dearest treasure. 
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  The Prayer of the Day 

This brief prayer ponders the grace of our Lord in whom we are blessed to take refuge, & appeals to his gracious 

mercy & merciful grace as we ask him to hear our prayers, attend to our needs, & grant us his lasting peace. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you! 
 

Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, make here your home!  Marvel now, O 

heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth.  For you are the Father’s Son 

who in flesh the victory won.  By your mighty power make whole all our ills of flesh 

and soul.  In your name, dear Savior, we pray: 

 
Amen!  

 
          

  A Reading from Genesis 3:13b-15 (this translation is the NIV84) 

The promise of the Savior-Forgiver was no accident.  Even in the Garden of Eden, even before the LORD 
chastised Adam & Eve, the God of Grace promised a Savior who would crush the serpent’s head to deliver us. 

 

   The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

   So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals!  You will crawl on your 

belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 

   15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 

This is God’s Word! 

 

Amen! 

 

 

Sung Response: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (red hymnal, 377, vv. 5) 

The “dearest treasure” adored in stanza 4 is assigned the task of deliverance in this proud verse.  With a glad 

heart & willing spirit moved by compassion, Jesus did come to slay bitter death that we might live with him! 
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He spoke to his beloved Son: 

     “ ‘Tis time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of my crown, 

     And bring mankind salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

     Slay bitter death for them that they 

May live with you forever.” 
 

 

  A Reading from Malachi 4:1-6 (this translation is the NIV84) 

Eden’s promise was no accident; neither was the promise iterated generations later thru God’s messenger, Malachi.  
Even before “the silent years” between the Old & New Testaments, the ray of God’s promised Sun shines. 

 

   “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every 

evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says 

the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you 

who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its 

wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 3 Then 

you will trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on 

the day when I do these things,” says the LORD Almighty. 

   4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at 

Horeb for all Israel. 

   5 “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful 

day of the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their 

children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and 

strike the land with a curse.” 

 

This is God’s Word! 

 

Amen! 
 

 

Sung Response: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (red hymnal, 377, vv. 6) 

The Sun of Righteousness did rise &, with elegant grace, does have healing in his wings/rays.  As Jesus obeyed 

the Father’s will & kept all God’s law for us, hearts rejoice that this, too, was his good pleasure in saving us! 
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The Son obeyed the Father’s will, 

     Was born of virgin mother, 

And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

     He came to be my brother. 

No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; 

     A servant’s form like mine he bore 

To lead the devil captive. 

 

 

  A Gospel Reading from Isaiah 9:2-7 (this translation is the NIV84) 

The entire Old Testament revolves around a wonderful promise; a promise that the Lord would come to deliver us 

just as he said he would.  Isaiah’s heart rejoices in the Day & sees all of God’s promises as accomplished fact. 

 

The gospel according to Isaiah chapter 9 

 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

   The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 

land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 

   3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.  4 For 

as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.  5 Every warrior’s boot 

used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will 

be fuel for the fire. 

   6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 

be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

   7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will 

reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 

justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

   The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
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Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 

  Statement of Faith : The Nicene Creed 

This creed is polemic, meaning it was written to defend against false doctrine that attacked Jesus as True God & 

True Man.  As we use this statement to confess our faith, note the emphasis on “God for us!” in all things. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,   

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten  

     of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.   

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  

     the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.   

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.   

  He suffered death and was buried.   

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.   

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his  

     kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from  

     the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is  

     worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.   

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.   

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   

     Amen. 

 

 

  Sung Response:  Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (red hymnal, 377, vv. 7-9) 

The Son obeyed the Father’s will & won our salvation full & free!  This high-point truths of this still-energetic 
hymn herald the promise of the Gospel to our weary hearts: Christ for us . . . in all things . . . ever! 
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To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me –  

     I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I myself will be; 

     For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, your friend divine, 

     And evermore you shall be mine; 

The foe shall not divide us. 

 

 

“The foe shall shed my precious blood, 

     Me of my life bereaving. 

All this I suffer for your good; 

     Be steadfast and believing. 

Life shall from death the vict’ry win; 

     My innocence shall bear your sin, 

And you are blest forever. 

 

 

“Now to my Father I depart, 

     The Holy Spirit sending 

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 

     My help to you extending. 

He will a source of comfort be, 

     Teach you to know and follow me, 

And in all truth will guide you. 

 
 

  A Sermon Lesson from Isaiah 9:2-7 

Through the Word of Truth, the Spirit of Grace does a wonderful thing: as he reminds us of God’s grace to us in 

Christ he enkindles faith to rejoice in every promise God has made to us. How blessed we are to hear him!  

 

For the printed text, please refer to the Isaiah reading on page 7 in this booklet. 

 

PROMISE PACKED! 
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  Sermon Response : Create in Me (page 20 in the front part of the red hymnals) 

This quiet prayer utters the petition of King David (Psalm 51) that the Lord would keep his Spirit on our hearts 

so that our lives might take his Word to heart, put it to practice, & daily rejoice in the salvation we have in him. 

 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

     And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

     And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of  your salvation, 

     And uphold me with your free Spirit. 

Amen! 

 

 

 

  The Offering  

Concerning the offering, the Lord says, “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support Peace with an offering 

– tangibly here or electronically at peacelutheranboulder.org – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether 

the gospel moves your heart to offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it!   

  

 

 

  A note to worshippers about our practice of “Member Communion” :  

 

As we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s Supper, we respectfully ask that 
guests to Peace would please speak with Pastor Stern before coming to 
Communion.  This practice does not attempt to judge the heart of anyone, 
but it does stem from the Bible’s stress on the importance of a clear, 
outward confession (I Cor. 10, et. al.) and the encouragement for all to 
properly examine oneself before the Lord (I Cor. 11). Please understand this 
is done in loving respect for God and for all people, and feel free to speak 
with Pastor Stern if you have any questions about it.  Though we might not 
yet gather together at the Lord’s Table, be assured your sins are forgiven in 

the Gospel message!  
Thanks for understanding and respecting the importance of our Lord’s commands. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=perscription+pill+bottle&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RtPkL3aZVwOCZM&tbnid=Fc-LoWa1LDTV7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blog.timesunion.com/parenting/15334/parenting-101-prescription-pill-bottle-is-not-a-rattle/&ei=GKAeUbm4IOifyAGu84D4Cw&bvm=bv.42553238,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNH9t6DQzD9jUeDor8S8d3uYGBLi0w&ust=1361047946891559
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  Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs & thanksgivings we’ve considered so far, approaches Heaven’s Throne on 

behalf of those connected to our church & family, & asks for strength in godly living as we walk toward heaven! 

 

A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & our own, private prayers 

 

Gracious Father, we pray boldly – not because we’re so worthy, only because you, 

Father, are so merciful.  Hear us, Lord, as we pray together the prayer Jesus taught 

us and in which you are so graciously active: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 The Sacrament (page 21 in the front part of the white-page hymnals)  

This portion of our service draws attention to the Savior’s gift of Holy Communion in which we celebrate the gift 

of his redemption, bear witness to the fellowship we share, & proclaim his death until he returns. 

 

The Lord be with you 

 

And also with you! 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

 

We lift them up unto the Lord! 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 

It is good and right so to do! 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

he called us to be his own that we may under him in his kingdom and serve him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.  Therefore, with all the saints 

on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

 

  Sung Response : The Sanctus 

“Sanctus” is the Latin word for “holy.”  This song, which blends the angels’ accolades in Isaiah 6 with the shout 

of  the crowds in Matthew 21, proclaims that the Lord alone is holy & has come to set his people free. 

 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: 

     Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

     Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he  

Who comes in the name of the Lord. 

     Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

The Consecration, Distribution & Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

The pastor speaks the Words of Institution, not as a magical formula, but “as a prayer that the Lord may do 

what he’s promised . . . as a confession that the body and blood of Christ are present in the Sacrament, and 

as an invitation to the communicants to make Jesus’ promise their own through faith” (God So Loved the World, 505). 

 

In Holy Communion God gives us a unique opportunity to publicly confess our 

unity of  faith.  He also gives us a tangible reassurance that it was his blood – not 

ours – and his body – not ours – which paid the ransom price for the world’s sins 

and sealed our salvation.  With joy in our hearts, and with hearts prepared to receive 

him, we hear and remember the words our Savior spoke. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had  

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of  me.” 
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of   

you; this is my blood of  the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of  sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of  me.” 

 

The peace of  the Lord be with you always! 

 
Amen! 
 
 

  Sung Response : The Agnus Dei 

“Agnus Dei” is a Latin phrase that means “Lamb of  God.”  This sung petition proclaims with John the 

Baptist that Jesus is the Lamb of  God, sacrificed once for all, who takes away the sins of  the world (John 1:29). 

 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

     Have mercy on us! 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

     Have mercy on us! 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

     Grant us your peace!  Amen!   

 
No hymn will be sung during the distribution of  the Lord’s Supper; instead, worshippers might simply ponder the 

grace of  our God as it’s well reflected in the hymn, Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (red hymnal, 377). 

 

 

 The Song of Thanksgiving 

This brief  song raises the voices of  his people in the praise of  his goodness.  With hearts refreshed by his Supper, 

we go forth to rejoice in his name & proclaim his promises with joy & with thanksgiving.  Alleluia! 
  

 

Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace 

     according to your Word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

     which you have prepared before the face of all people, 

A light to lighten the Gentiles  

     And the glory of your people Israel.  
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 The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

This glad prayer ascribes worth to our Lord (“worship”) by rejoicing in what he has fully done for us, by taking 

confidence in what he so graciously promises to do – to be with us & keep us close to him until his glorious Day! 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

And his mercy endures forever. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper.  

Through it, do strengthen our faith in you; do increase our love for one another.  

All this we ask in the name of  Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

What I on earth have lived and taught 

     Be all your life and teaching; 

So shall my kingdom’s work be wrought 

     And honored in your preaching. 

Take care that no one’s man-made laws 

     Should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause. 

This final word I leave you!” 

 

 

  The Blessing & Benediction 

Where the Lord’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of  his goodness, his gifts, & his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, & to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

Amen!  Amen!  Amen!   
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Homegrown Faith : our worship concepts meant for your home conversations 
 

 How were today’s Bible readings cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic?  
What specific portions of those readings do you appreciate most?  Why?  

 

 How were today’s songs cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic while 
emphasizing Christ-for-us?  What specific phrase(s) best connect(s) to you? 

 

 How did today’s sermon show you your sin . . . and your Savior?  What from 
today’s sermon can be applied to help strengthen your daily walk with Christ?  
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This Week for Peace Lutheran: 
 

Sunday (10/15): 
11:00a – Ministry Update meeting  
              (here in the chapel; all welcome!) 

 
Monday (10/16): 
 
Tuesday (10/17):  

10:15a – Manor Care Devotion (Psalm 90) 
6:30p – Dealin’ Bible Class at Peace (Topic: Despair & Depression) 

 
Wednesday (10/18): Pastor in Longmont 

9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: _____) 
10:00a – Reformation Impact Bible Study at  
               Our Savior’s (Luther on Worship)  
 

Thursday (10/19): 
9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: _____) 

 
Friday (10/20): 
 
Saturday (10/21): 
 
Sunday (10/22):  

8:30a – Reformation Impact Bible Study (topic: Worship)  
9:30a – Worship (musician: _______?) 

 
 

Notes for the Next Weeks: 
Of major note in the next few weeks, we might do well to consider  . . .  

 

 The opportunities we have to pray for & encourage our neighbors, families, & church 
families.  Friends, thanks for taking this task with gracious seriousness! 

 The opportunities we have to sign up & serve so many wonderful capacities!  

 Breathing in appreciation that things are quietly blessed on our ministry front! 

 
Next Sunday’s Service Theme: 

Our Civil Responsibilities 
 

   

Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (tentative sermon lesson): 
Nehemiah 2:1-8   †  I Timothy 2:1-7   †   Matthew 22:15-22  †   Psalm 122 


