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The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
October 29, 2017 

  

In the name of Jesus, who has forgiven us fully & freely, welcome to Peace 
Lutheran!  Today, as we ponder the debt which our Savior has canceled, our 
hearts rejoice in his forgiveness & learn to forgive as we’ve been forgiven. 

   
Whether this is your first time with us or Peace is your church 
home, welcome to worship!  If you have questions or needs, 
feel free to ask us; we’ll do our best to help where we can.  If 
time allows, we’d love to get to know you over coffee & snacks 

after the service; but we understand if that doesn’t fit your schedule.  Above all, 
know we appreciate you being here & we’d love to serve your spiritual needs!   
 
To worship the God of Order in a fitting & orderly way (I Cor. 14:33, 40), we’ll use the 
path of worship printed in this booklet.  Today, we worship Jesus and learn to 
“forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Colossians 3:13), as we consider the worship-theme: 
  

Forgiven.  Forgotten.  Forever. 

 

 

Portions of today’s worship service are reprinted with permission from Christian Worship:  

A Lutheran Hymnal (pg. 15 in the front part of the white-page hymnal) under OneLicense.net #A-727237. 

 

 

  Video Magazine : Mission Perspective  

This brief & encouraging clip reminds us of the work we’re blessed to do together as a congregation, as a district, 

as a synod, as the Holy Christian Church.  God bless our labors as our hearts respond to his grace with praise! 

  

 

  The Greeting & Invocation  

Jesus promises that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with his presence to bless & be with 

them (Mt. 18:20); for that reason our worship calls on the name & magnifies the praise of the One, True God. 

 

Minister:  Jesus promises us, “for where two or three come together in my name, 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

All:  there I am with them” (Matthew 18:20). 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen! 

 

In Holy Baptism, God gives us the Holy Spirit, who works in us both the desire to 

throw off the slavery of sin and the power to live a new life. 

 

May the Lord renew us in body, mind, and spirit. 

 

 

  The Prayer of the Day  

This brief prayer rejoices in the mercy of our God as it’s proclaimed to us in baptismal grace.  Gathered in his 

name & cherishing his forgiveness, we ask for hearts focused on his Word & restored in the joy of his salvation.  

 

Father of mercies, God of all comfort, you are our strength every morning, our 

salvation in times of distress.  With contrite hearts and troubled spirits we come to 

you for healing and help.  Create in us pure hearts; wash away all our sins in the 

blood of your Son, Jesus Christ; restore to us the joy of your salvation; refresh us 

with your Holy Spirit, all, dear Lord, that we may ponder your grace, declare your 

praise and teach your saving ways, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 18:21-35 (this translation is the NIV84) 

Jesus’ lesson on forgiveness is both introspective & striking.  With a brief story & glad heart of grace, he teaches 

the extent of his forgiveness of us & how we are to forgive one another.  With hearts moved by love, we forgive fully. 

    

   Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 

brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

   22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
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   23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 

accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him 

ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the 

master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold 

to repay the debt. 

   26 “The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he 

begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on 

him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

   28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who 

owed him a hundred denarii.  He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay 

back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 

   29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, 

and I will pay you back.’ 

   30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison 

until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, 

they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had 

happened. 

   32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I 

canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have 

had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his 

master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all 

he owed. 

   35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive 

your brother from your heart.” 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

 

  Statement of Faith: The Fifth Petition and an Explanation  

This quick statement of faith prays & practices what Jesus teaches us in the 5th Petition of the Lord’s Prayer; in 

it, we recognize the debt we owe him, rejoice in his forgiveness of it & are strengthened to gladly forgive others. 

 

printed on page 5 
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Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 
What does this mean? 

 
We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our 

sins or because of them deny our prayers; for we are worthy of none of the 

things for which we ask, neither have we deserved them, but we ask that he 

would give them all to us by grace; for we daily sin much and surely deserve 

nothing but punishment. 

 

So we too will forgive from the heart and gladly do good to those who sin 

against us. 

 

 

  Sung Response : Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God (red hymnal, 272)  

David sang it so beautifully & well in the 51st Psalm.  As he rejoiced in the news of his own pardon, his prayer 

was to be strengthened in that gospel to enjoy the gift & presence of the Spirit.  We’re so blessed to pray the same!  

 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God 

     And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

     And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me 

     The joy of your salvation, 

And uphold me with your free Spirit. 

     Amen! 

 

 

  A Sermon founded on Matthew 18:21-35 

The goal of this sermon is quite simple: to unfold & apply the parable Jesus taught in our Gospel lesson in way 

that allows our own hearts to breath the joy of forgiveness before God & to practice heart-forgiveness of others. 

 

FORGIVEN, FORGIVE FOR-GOOD!      
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  Sung Response :  Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive (red hymnal, 493) 

The heavy, yet memorable, melody of this petition ponders the pardon declared us in Christ’s cross.  We’re 

forgiven – fully, freely, forever, for his sake!  Happy hearts celebrate it & sing refreshed to gladly forgive others! 

 

 

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 

     You taught us, Lord, to pray, 

But you alone can grant us grace 

     To live the words we say. 

 

 

How can your pardon reach and bless 

     The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs and will not let 

     Old bitterness depart? 

 

 

In blazing light your cross reveals 

     The truth we dimly knew: 

What trivial debts are owed to us; 

     How great our debt to you! 

 

 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

     And bid resentment cease; 

Then, bound to all in bonds of love 

     Our lives will spread your peace. 
 

 

  Our Confession of Sins  

God’s grace allows us to recognize our need for forgiveness & directly approach him for it.  This brief response 

reminds us of our sinful state, realizes we’ve all fallen short of God’s demands, & sees our need for a Savior. 

 

We confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness: 
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Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you 

with all my heart.  In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my 

ways instead of your ways.  I have not loved my brothers and sisters as 

myself.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

 

I am truly sorry for my sins.  I repent of them.  I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 
 

Moment of silence to recognize & ask forgiveness for our own, personal sins 

 
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. 

 

Cleanse me from my sins.  Release me from my guilt. Grant me your Holy 

Spirit to amend my sinful life. 

 
 

 

  Our Lord’s Absolution 

For the sake of his Son, Jesus, the Lord has forgiven all of our sins!  It’s the pastor’s joy to proclaim & assure 

you that you have been set free (“absolved” or “acquitted”) from all of your sins & from all of your guilt! 

 

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all.  For 

his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness into his marvelous light. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  An Exhortation to Forgive  

Our gracious God encourages & equips us to forgive one another from the heart.  And so we do.  This beautiful 

exhortation reminds the sisters & brothers with whom we worship that God has forgiven them, & so have we! 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to and has promised us  

the power to forgive and love each other.  Relying on his promise, therefore, be  

reconciled with one another. 
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Sisters and brothers, sin no longer divides us; may the peace of Christ rule in 

our hearts, in our words, and in our actions. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  The Prayer of the Day  

This brief prayer ponders the grace of our Lord in whom we are blessed to take refuge, & appeals to his gracious 

mercy & merciful grace as we ask him to hear our prayers, attend to our needs, & grant us his lasting peace. 

 

Heavenly King, by your sacrifice you reconciled the world to yourself.  Thank you 

for the precious gift of your forgiveness.  Refresh us with the joy of our salvation 

that we walk in the way of peace with our sisters and brothers.  Renew our minds 

and wills, that we daily speak your word of peace.  Hear us, Forgiving Savior; for 

you live and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  A Lesson on Forgiveness from Genesis 50:15-21 (this translation is the NIV84) 

How many years did his brothers sin it the filth of their sin?!  Yet, in a heart that reflects God’s gracious love, 

Joseph forgave his brothers fully & spoke words of peace & blessing to them.  Friends, we get to do the same! 

 

   When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if 

Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we 

did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these 

instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to 

forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so 

badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” 

When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

   18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are 

your slaves,” they said. 

   19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?  
20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish  
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what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. 

I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke 

kindly to them. 

 

This is God’s Word! 

 

Amen! 
 

After today’s lesson, the children may come forward for a messaged directed toward their hearts. 
 

 

  Sermon Response : In Christ Alone (blue hymnal 752) 

This always-confident & happy hymn brings us back to the blessing of God’s grace in Christ which we are so 

blessed to know.  Though we have sinned, though we do sin, we are not forlorn, instead we hope in Christ alone!  

 

 

In Christ alone my hope is found. 

     He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This cornerstone, this solid-ground, 

     Firm though the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of  love, what depths of  peace, 

     When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my all in all, 

     Here in the love of  Christ I stand. 

 

 

In Christ alone – who took on flesh, 

     Fullness of  God in helpless babe. 

This gift of  love and righteousness, 

     Scorned by the ones he came to save. 

Till on that cross, as Jesus died, 

     The wrath of  God was satisfied; 

For ev’ry sin on him was laid. 

     Here in the death of  Christ I live. 
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There in the ground his body lay, 

     Light of  the world by darkness slain; 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

     Up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, 

     Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 

For I am his and he is mine –  

     Bought with the precious blood of  Christ. 

 

 

  A Lesson on Forgiveness from Acts 7:54-8:1 (this translation is the NIV84) 

Even as they killed him, Stephen was bold in grace to proclaim the saving love & loving forgiveness of the Savior; 

bold to forgive for Jesus’ sake.  How striking, then, that his forgiveness fell on the ears of a man named Saul. 

 

   When they [the members of the Sanhedrin] heard this, they were furious and gnashed 

their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 

heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the 

right hand of God.” 

   57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all 

rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, 

the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

   59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

   8:1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. 

 

This is God’s Word. 

 

Amen! 
 

 

  Sung Response : In Christ Alone (blue hymnal, 752, v. 4) 

The final verse of this powerful hymn echoes the gospel promise we hold close & herald gladly.  Because of 

forgiveness, there’s no guilt in life or fear in death.  God bless us, with the power of Christ, to forgive one another! 
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No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

     This is the pow’r of  Christ in me; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 

     Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of  hell, no scheme of  man 

     Can ever pluck me from his hand; 

Till he returns or calls me home, 

     Here in the pow’r of  Christ I’ll stand!  

 

 

 

  The Offering  

Concerning the offering, the Lord says, “each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); if you’re blessed to support Peace with an offering 

– tangibly here or electronically at peacelutheranboulder.org – thank you!  As we carry on our Lord’s work, whether 

the gospel moves your heart to offer a prayer, a gift, or an encouragement, please do know we appreciate you for it!   

 

 

 

 Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 

This prayer summarizes the needs & thanksgivings we’ve considered so far, approaches Heaven’s Throne on 

behalf of those connected to our church & family, & asks for strength in godly living as we walk toward heaven! 

 

Lord God Almighty, we stand in violation of  your holy will. 

 

There is no one who does good, not even one (Psalm 14:3). 

 

In mercy, you sent your Son to atone for our sins. 

 

Teach our hearts to praise you for your saving love. 

 

A moment to offer today’s prayer requests & our own, private prayers 

 

Lead us to fear, love, and trust in you above all things. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Teach us, O Lord, to delight in your Law, to follow your decrees, and to walk in 

your paths.   

 

Turn our eyes away from worthless things and our hearts from willful sin, 

that we may know the sweetness of  your Word, the peace of  your 

forgiveness, and the joy of  the redeemed, both now and forever. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

  The Blessing & Benediction 

Where the Lord’s name is, there his blessing also is.  Again aware of  his goodness, his gifts, & his grace to us, 

our service concludes with God’s promise to be with us, to bless us, to keep us, & to give us peace (Numbers 6). 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s 

Son, will be with us in truth and love (II John 3). 

 

Amen! 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The LORD look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 

Amen!   

 

Go in peace.  The Lord is with you. 

 

And also with you! 
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 Final Song: All Christians Who Have Been Baptized (blue hymnal, 736, vv. 1, 5 & 6)  

Worship started by recognizing God’s name on us & God’s grace to us in baptism.  This Luther hymn sings the 

powerful practicality we have with God on our hearts – the blessing & power to know & show forgiveness. 

 

 

All Christians who have been baptized, 

     Who know the God of heaven, 

And in whose daily life is prized 

     The name of Christ once given: 

Consider now what God has done, 

     The gifts he gives to ev’ry-one 

Baptized into Christ Jesus! 

 

 

O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

     And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

     In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, 

     Your baptism stands and makes you whole 

And then in death completes you. 

 

 

So use it well!  You are made new –  

     In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians live and do 

     Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you posses 

     His glorious robe of righteousness 

Bestowed on you forever! 
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Homegrown Faith : our worship concepts meant for your home conversations 
 

 How were today’s Bible readings cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic?  

What specific portions of those readings do you appreciate most?  Why?  
 

 How were today’s songs cohesive in teaching today’s worship topic while 

emphasizing Christ-for-us?  What specific phrase(s) best connect(s) to you? 

 

 How did today’s sermon show you your sin . . . and your Savior?  What from 

today’s sermon can be applied to help strengthen your daily walk with Christ?  
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The Pieces of Peace (potentially on Tuesdays in Jan. & Feb.) * 

Peace Lutheran is a Christian church; that’s visible in our facilities and 

ministries.  This course gets past the physical aspects of our ministry 

and addresses the important questions on what the Bible teaches. 

CROSSfit Relationships (potentially on Tuesdays in Nov. & Dec.) * 

We’re relational creatures; but that doesn’t make relationships easy.  

This Bible class approaches meaningful relationships via the cross to 

explore ways by which everyday relationships become healthy. 

The Drop-In Center (open 9a – noon Wed. & Thurs.) 

This “care-giver supervised play-space” employs our facility to serve 

our community.  But we need your help & are asking Peace-people 

to serve as general supervisors who meet folks & answer questions. 

Advent By Candlelight (Sunday, December 3) 

In the chaos of December, this quiet atmosphere serves as a worship 

experience by women & for women.  Still a host of details to work 

out in connection to this wonderful event, but do RSVP the date!  

Lord, Teach us to Pray (potentially on Sundays at 8:30a.) * 

Perhaps the only thing more bold than the disciples’ request is Jesus’ 

gracious answer.  He taught them – and us! – to pray.  This study 

ponders, petition by petition, the Prayer our dear Savior taught.   



16 | P a g e  
 

This Week for Peace Lutheran: 
Sunday (10/29): 

4:00p – Rocky Mt. Lutheran High School delegate meeting 
 

Monday (10/30): 
 
Tuesday (10/31): Reformation Day!  

10:15a – Manor Care Devotion (Psalm 92) 
No Dealin’ Bible Class 

 
Wednesday (11/1): Pastor in Longmont 

9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: _____ ) 
10:00a – Reformation Impact Bible Study at  
               Our Savior’s (Luther on Education)  
 

Thursday (11/2): 
9:00a – Noon – Drop-in Center Open (supervisor: Polly ? ) 
 

Friday (11/3): 
 
Saturday (11/4): 

Chainsaw day?  (talk to Pastor if intrigued & interested) 
 
Sunday (11/5): Daylight Savings 

8:30a – Reformation Impact Bible Study (topic: Worship)  
9:30a – Peace Reformation Worship (musician: Laura) 
3:00p – Area Reformation Worship (@ Bethlehem on Wadsworth) 
  

 

Notes for the Next Weeks:  
As October roars quiet & the calendar looks towards November (already), let’s please take the 

opportunity to keep the following dates on our hearts & in both our prayers & calendars: 

 November 5 – Daylight Savings time ends (set your clocks back an hour!) 

 November 5 – Area WELS Reformation service at Bethlehem on Wadsworth (3p) 

 November 12 – Council meeting at Peace & Peace Sunday school 

 November 22 – Thanksgiving Eve service at Our Savior’s in Longmont (7p) 

 November 23-29 – Sterns out of town 
 

Next Sunday’s Service Theme: 
Stand Firm!  Hold Fast! 

 
   

Next Sunday’s Scripture Lessons (tentative sermon lesson): 
Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23   †  Galatians 5:1-6   †   Matthew 10:16-23  †   Psalm 46 


